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Holy Mother Chuvrch

We Catholic home schooling
families love the Catholic Church! We
love her as a spiritual mother who
gives us everything worthwhile and
necessary for salvation.

Jesus loves the Church He
founded. Jesus suffered and died for
the Catholic Church. The Catholic
Church came forth in the blood and
water from His side as He died upon
the cross. From His side came the
seven channels of Sanctifying Grace
we call the Sacraments.

Every good gift that comes from
the Father comes from the Church
through His beloved Son Jesus Christ.
The Church is the Bride of Christ. The
Church is His Mystical Body. The
Church is one body with Jesus because
She is one in Spirit with Him.

Holy Mother Church is the
Mother of all of us, His children. She
gives us spiritual birth and nurture.
Jesus loves us so much as members of
His Mystical Body that He gave us the
incredible Gift of the Seven Sacra-
ments, which give us Sanctifying
Grace.

When we have Sanctifying Grace
in us, Jesus loves us with an inexhaust-
ible love, alove that never grows weary.
He loves us with His whole Being. He
has an inexpressible love for us when
weare in the state of Sanctifying Grace.

And how do we obtain this Sanc-
tifying Grace? Through the Sacra-

ments.

We love our Mother’s Holy Sac-
raments. She gives us spiritual life
through Baptism. She strengthens our
spiritual life and makes us soldiers of
Christ through Confirmation.

She nourishes our souls every day
with Jesus Christ Himself at daily Mass
in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucha-
rist.

She hears our sins every week in
the Sacrament of Penance, absolves us
from our sins, and then freely gives us
the Grace we need to overcome our
sinful habits.

She gives us the covenant of love
and life through Matrimony, with spe-
cial sacramental graces so we can be
fortified to raise our children in the
Faith. She ordains our sons to be
priests by whom she administers the
life-giving seven Sacraments. Finally,
she gives us strength to pass through
death tosalvation through the Anoint-
ing of the Sick.

We love Holy Mother Church.
Welove Holy Mother Church because
Jesus loves His Church so much that
He compared His love to a
bridegroom’s love for his bride. The
Church is the Bride of Christ. I cannot
love Jesus really and truly if T do not

love His Beloved Bride, the Catholic
Church.

Blessed Virgin Mary! Mother of
God! and Mother of the Church! Teach
us to love Holy Mother Church. Help
us to suffer with her as you did with
your Son in His passion and death.
Move us to rejoice with Holy Mother
Church as you and the apostles did
after receiving the abundant blessings
of Pentecost, the birthday and first
manifestation of the Church to the
world.

Most of all, Blessed Mother of the
Church, help me to love and grow in
devotion to the Sacraments of the
Holy Eucharist and Confession, to
lovingly fulfill my sacramental com-
mitment in the Sacraments of Bap-
tism, Confirmation, and Holy Matri-
mony. Help me to be grateful for the
Gifts of Holy Orders and Anointing of
the Sick.

Help us, Blessed Mother, to help
Holy Mother Church to preserve and
pass on all the abundant riches of the
Church by teaching our children at

home.

- MKC
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But P’m Not Finished Yet!

by Dr. Mary Kay Clark
Director, Seton Home Study School

About this time of year, we receive
calls from mothers in various stages of
distress, saying, “I know the school year is
ending, but I’'m not finished yet!”

This early-summertime distress could
be avoided by recognizing that the school
calendar is for schools, but not for home
schooling families. Home schooling fami-
lies don’t have a “school” calendar, be-
cause we are in the process of teaching and
learning every day of the year!

In home schooling, there needs to be
no vacation from learning because there is
so much exciting to learn all the time.

Learning, and the desire to learn, can
begin from the earliest days of existence.
It cannot, and should not, be put in a
compartment of 180 days between Sep-
tember and June.

We cannot forget, of course, that in
some states, there are regulations about
sending report cards, or standardized test
scores. In these states, we encourage par-
ents to make some changes, as noted later,
to push the children on in taking tests. Use
the summer to go back and review or do
more background work.

Seton sends lesson plans for 180 days,
the “school calendar” the state educators
like to see, and because that is what fami-
lies expect to see. They are written from
our own experience of what we believe an
average home schooling child can do in
that period of time. But we emphasize that
this is just a guideline, and should be
adapted by parents whenever appropriate.

Elementary Level

Let’s look at a few possibilities for
mothers of home schooled children in the
elementary levels, grades K through 8§,
who have not finished up the assignments
for the grade level.

First you need to decide how impor-
tant it is to you or to your child to be

“finished” with a grade level by June.
Most younger children, and children who
have been home schooled since first or
second grade are not as affected by the
“grade level” syndrome. So ifiitis possible
for you, try to ignore the pressure and just
keep working at a comfortable rate. Many
young home schooling families are doing
this.

A second option is one I did with my
kids: Isimply stopped when we were ready
to have a summer break, and picked up
where we left off in September. However,
I tried to break off at the end of a quarter.
Also, I continued during the summer in an
informal way with the religion, reading,
and math. We read lots of library books
related to history, a favorite subject in our
house.

Sometimes we did not work on all the
subjects in the same week. We simply took
the time to speed up with one subject if we
wanted to, and let another go for awhile,
which helped us to stay closer to a yearly
schedule.

Another option is to focus on just the
major subjects and finish those up, ignor-
ing the minor subjects on a formal basis. In
other words, take the time necessary so
that your child is learning the religion,
English, math, vocabulary and reading
comprehension, but take short cuts with
spelling and science.

Spelling, for instance, may be a sub-
jectyour child can do very well. Instead of
taking the time for the last quarter to write
the sentences or do the dictionary work,
your child may study the words for the
whole quarter in one week, and then take
the test. He or she won’t be getting the
benefits of the creative writing, handwrit-
ing, sentence structure, punctuation, and
dictionary work, but your child can finish
up quickly, hopefully get a good spelling
grade, and start out the next grade level
early enough to be able to do the subject
more completely next year.
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Phonics should not be neglected in
kindergarten though third grade. It is es-
sential at these levels. Fourth and Fifth
grade Phonics and Word Study may be
done more lightly, that is doing only one
page of two or three pages which teach the
same concept.

English may be done lightly in the
earlier grades if you are pressed for time,
because the concepts are re-taught every
year. However, English assignments
should not be skipped in grades 6, 7, and 8.
These concepts are necessary to learn
before proceeding to the upper levels.

English Composition assignments are
important, especially from fourth grade
up. If you are not able to give your child all
the composition assignments during the
year, perhaps you can make a game of it
over the summer. For instance, look over
the composition concepts your child was
tolearn during the year, particularly those
at the end of the year which you could not
cover adequately. Then give your child a
summer project to further his skills. For
instance, for every library book or saint’s
biography read and a paragraph written
(or whatever the composition assignment
would be), there will be a special summer-
time award, such as adollar, a pizza, anice
cream dessert, etc.

The value of creative writing cannot
be overemphasized. The benefits from
writing an original paragraph or book re-
port, or three-paragraph composition, or
poem, or play, are invaluable.

In order to encourage creative writ-
ing, you may want to invest in a computer
or word processor. The speed at which a
child’s ideas appear on the screen is very
inviting and motivational, and intriguing
to the child. Teach your child how to do
research, how to footnote, and how to
write a bibliography.

In the history of our country, as we
read the biographies of those who pulled
themselves up by their own bootstraps,
such as Abraham Lincoln, reading and
writing were key to their success. They
needed to go to a library or borrow books.
Today, with the computer, book stores,
and libraries, education is literally at our
fingertips.



June 1997 Seton Home Study School - 3

Arithmetic should be drilled all sum-
mer, formally if possible for short periods
of 15 minutes or so, and informally all
throughout the summer. At every opportu-
nity whenever you are shopping, point out
prices and how much several would cost.
Many stores have inexpensive little math
workbooks with plenty of drills. These are
great for summer fun, and for traveling in
the car on vacation.

Science and history are minor sub-
jectsinthe elementary levels, and could be
skipped as formal classes if necessary to
finish up major-subject work. For infor-
mal work in these areas, see if Dad can
help on Sunday afternoons by simply
reading the text together with the child.
Dad can add his own perspective. This
informal learning will help the child to
cover the subject, even if only lightly. The
answers to the end of chapter questions
need not be written out, nor tests taken.

The history in the eighth grade should
be done because it is a prelude to the work
in high school. The student needs to know
more than facts; he needs to analyze and
to choose what is significant in the lives of
these people who have influenced the world
or society about them.

The vocabulary should be done if at
all possible, because this is a weak area for
most of the children who don’t read as
much as they should. It is particularly
important for the upper grades, in prepara-
tion for the work in high school. The
standardized tests in high school, as well
as the ACT and SAT, have substantial
sections on vocabulary. We have a supple-
mental program on CD-ROM for Vocabu-
lary drill, which can be ordered from our
SEM department, and may prove to be a
good summertime project.

If your child did not finish up the
handwriting assignments, we encourage
you to ask your child to do his best work
and send in a sample for a final grade.
However, especially for the primary
grades, the handwriting assignments
should be practiced over the summer, even
if for only 10 or 15 minutes every day or
so. Seton has available a new little work-
book for left-handed writers.

Another Option

There is another option which we
encourage primarily in high school. This
might be appropriate for the upper el-
ementary grade students who have not yet
finished up the grade level work, but who
want to start fresh in September.

Under this option, the student would
work intensively on one or two subjects all
day long until it is totally finished. The
advantage to this is that the student does
not need to do as much study and writing
because it is all being read and studied
over such a brief period. The student can
take the test quickly, and feel motivated by
obtaining grades quickly.

So if you have a fifth grade boy who
has finished his math and science, but
cannot seem to even begin his fourth quar-
ter English and vocabulary, encourage him
to work full-steam ahead on just one or
both subjects each day, without doing other
assignments. With this kind of intensive
focus, he does not need to struggle with
remembering the difference between pos-
sessives and plural nouns over several
weeks. If there are several problem sub-
jects, they can be done this way one or two
at a time, beginning with the easiest.

All these options are for a situation in
which the work scheduled for the year has
not been done within the regular frame-
work. While these options are quick-fix
answers, they should not become a pattern
every year. In fact, along with these op-
tions, informal summertime lessons should
be continued. Most important of all sum-
mertime projects is reading, reading, read-
ing, and more reading.

Reading and reading comprehension
are vital to be successful in all subjects, so
encourage lots and lots of reading and
discussion of what is being read. If your
child is reluctant to read, read to him, then
ask him to start reading every other line. If
your child is reluctant to read, find books
in an area of interest to him, such as
historical figures or the Civil War or cow-
boys or space ships or whatever! Show
him pictures in books of things which
interest him, and he will want to know
what the words say beside the pictures.

If your child is still reluctant to read,
give him books at a lower level, maybe a
much lower level. Just get him reading,
thinking, discussing! Ask him to read kin-
dergarten books to a younger sibling. Any
kind of interaction regarding what he has
read will encourage thinking and analysis.

High School Students

High school students who have not
finished their courses by the end of the
year should call one of the Seton counse-
lors for help in finishing each subject.

However, as a general rule, high
school students should focus on the easiest
subject and do nothing except that subject
all day long until it is finished. As each
quarter is finished, the work should be sent
to Seton. It could be faxed so it can be
graded faster, since the student needs to
know much more quickly how he is doing.
The student should ask that the papers be
graded immediately and explain why. The
student is motivated because he is able to
receive a final grade, and a high school
credit, within a few weeks rather than over
a period of months.

When the easiest subject is finished,
the second easiest should be started in the
same manner.

Ifa subject has barely been begun, for
instance the work is still in the first quar-
ter, that subject might best be held over
and taken for the next school year, or grade
level. There is too much frustration if there
is too much work to accomplish in a very
short time.

In conclusion, don’t let the unfin-
ished courses frustrate you or your chil-
dren. These are simply hurdles to get over,
or from another perspective, opportunities
to practice the virtues of patience and
understanding, perseverance and attention
to detail.

Our home schooling is so important
to our Catholic family life, and to the life
of the future of the Church in this country.
Keep that in mind as you pray for the
graces for you and your children to “fin-
ish” the year.
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What is Marriage, Anyway?

The [T tecently ran a
story about the annulment process in the
Catholic Church. The Catholic Church
in America seems to be setting some all-
time records in the annulment area. For
example, the [Mreports that of the
72,000 annulments granted worldwide
in 1994, 54,000 were in the United
States—fully two-thirds of all annul-
ments! Compare that with the 1940’s
when approximately 100 annulments
were granted each year worldwide.

According to the [M[Ithe annul-
ment process is under assault from all
directions. On the one hand, people
wonder why applicants are made to go
through such a difficult process when
the result is a foregone conclusion. On
the other hand, some people want to
return to the stringent reasons of the
past for annulments—refusal to have
children, non-consummation, fraud,
Pauline Privilege, etc. Also, many people
who would like to get annulments are
unwilling to contend that a marriage
never actually existed, as is necessary for
an annulment.

A recent article in [T ug-
gested that perhaps states should issue
two types of marriage licenses: one for
permanent bonds and one for imperma-
nent. The idea is that if a couple wanted
to actually be married without possibil-
ity of divorce, the state would recognize
that and sanction it. Perhaps something
like this is needed in Catholic marriages.
Indeed, it seems that the very certainty
of being able to get an annulment is itself
contributing to the invalidity of mar-
riage. After all, the lack of intention that
a marriage be permanent does make the
marriage invalid.

The state of Hawaii is now appar-
ently going to recognize homosexual
“marriages.” The reason for the quota-
tion marks around CTTHITIb that if we
recognize homosexual “marriage,” we
must really redefine what marriage is.
Hence, the term “homosexual marriage”
1s used only analogously; in other words,
homosexuals are going to enter a state of

existence that is similar to the marriage
of man and wife.

And in another recent edition of
[T (May 1997), Leon Kass
writes that our evolving concepts of
marriage, divorce, and permanence are
having quite an impact on the college
students he teaches. Kass writes, “The
ubiquitous experience of divorce is also
deadly for courtship and marriage. Some
people try to argue, wishfully against
empirical evidence, that children of di-
vorce will marry better than their par-
ents because they know how important

But the deck is

it is to choose well.
stacked against them. Not only are
many of them frightened of marriage, in
whose likely permanence they simply do
not believe, but they are often maimed
for love and intimacy. They have had no
successful models to imitate; worse, their
capacity for trust and love had been
severely crippled by the betrayal of the
primal trust all children naturally repose
in their parents, to provide that durable,
reliable, and absolutely trustworthy ha-
ven of permanent and unconditional
love in an otherwise often unloving and
undependable world.”

St. Paul says that marriage is a mys-
terious reflection of the relationship of
Christ and the Church. That being so, it
is one of the most sacred things to be
found upon earth. If even that cannot
last, then what are we to put our trustin?

New Head Honcho

Break out the bubbly! The Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers (AFT) has a
new president. The union has selected
Sandra Feldman to take up the reins of
power. She takes over from the late
Albert Shanker, who had been president
of the AFT for 23 years.

Ms. Feldman is apparently clear-
eyed in assessing the situation in public
schools around the country. For ex-
ample, she says that some of the prob-
lems in public schools are due to “poor
management of public schools at every
level” and “lowering of standards all
over the country.”

So, what do we need to save public
schools? More money, of course. (Did
we really need to ask?) Especially more
money for teachersalaries. Ms. Feldman
says that teachers should be paid as
much money as doctors or lawyers. Well,
let’s see, the average teacher salary is
approximately $40,000 and the average
doctor salary is $150,000. There are
3.14 million teachers in the NEA and
AFT. So, if we increased their salary by
an average of $110,000 each, it would
cost taxpayers 345.4 billion dollars per
year. That comes to $1381.60 of addi-
tional taxation per person in the United
States, or $5526.40 for a family of four.

Ms. Feldman stated in recent re-
marks that she will be a vehement oppo-
nent of private school vouchers and even
of charter schools that she does not like.
She said, “We oppose [vouchers] be-
cause they won’t work and because we
want what does work for all children.”

It is an amazing feature of profes-
sional educators that they seem to speak
only of “all the children.” As Michael
Farris pointed out in a recent article in

the CTNIOTMIM I while the educa-

tors care only for groups, home schoolers
care for individual children. The differ-
ence between “all children” and “each
child” is deep-seated and highly impor-
tant. Until the public schools start to
care about each child, it is hard to see
how there can be true reform.
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The Home Schooler Who Could Do Anything
by Bruce T. Clark

A long time ago, when America
was still a fledgling country, a lad
named Thomas Jonathan was born in
Clarksburg, Virginia. While he was
still a small boy his parents died, and
Tom went to live with his Uncle
Cummins and two maiden aunts.

In those days, formal education
was far too expensive for our nation’s
poor families to afford. Most children
were homeschooled. Homeschooling
was not an “alternative” then. For the
next eleven years, Tom lived in a rustic
atmosphere with his God-fearing, well-
meaning, barely-literate relatives. But
he learned about God, about morality,
and about honor, and slowly acquired
minimal reading and writing skills by
using the small collection of old, bat-
tered and tattered books that his uncle
and aunts possessed.

Tom’s slack, unguided educational
progress was marginal at best. None-
theless, Tom was bright and he did
learn the basics. But it was not the
burden of acquiring knowledge that
weighed so heavily on his young shoul-
ders. It was the great oppression of
loneliness. Perhaps the most impor-
tant lesson Tom learned in those for-
mative years was that his best friend
was, and always would be, Our Blessed
Lord. Tom realized far earlier than
most, that God and he could do any-
thing. What he wanted very much was
to become a soldier. Being a soldier
meant going to the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point. It also
meant he would be a well-educated
man with an honorable profession.

Despite his years of preparation
and study, Tom’s scores on the Acad-
emy entrance exams were so low that
he was denied admission. But when
the original selectee from his congres-
sional district withdrew, Tom was al-

lowed to join the cadet corps in June,
1842.

At the beginning of his first se-
mester, Tom became a member of the
beginning French class. Any officer
worth his salt had to be fluent in
French. It was, after all, the interna-
tional language. How Tom, a country
bumpkin scarcely able to communi-
cate in his own native tongue, was
able to struggle through introductory
French, we shall never know. But he
did! How he managed to graduate
after four, long, grueling years in the
Class of 1846, we shall never know.
But he did!

During Tom’s first year, his fel-
low Cadets made bets about how long
he would last at West Point. To be
sure, he found the tasks and assign-
ments formidable. He averaged six
hours of sleep, and eighteen hours of
work and study during his tenure on
the Hudson. Tom was one of very few
cadets who ever graduated without
holding company rank. He graduated
as he had begun, as a private. But he
graduated seventeenth in a class of
tifty-nine! His professors and fellow
Cadets were unanimous in their belief
that had the program lasted for an-
other year, Tom would have risen to
number one in a class which could
boast such future military giants as
Ambrose Powell Hill, George E.
Pickett, and George B. McClellan.

Tom and his classmates gradu-
ated justin time to march offto Mexico,
where the Mexican War was under-
way. Tom saw action at Vera Cruz,
Cerro  Gordo, Churubusco,
Chapultepec and Contreras, where he
was breveted to the rank of major for
gallantry in action, and earned the
permanent rank of first lieutenant.

After the war, Tom served in vari-
ous military posts until May 1851,
when he left the army to assume the
post of professor at the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute. During the next ten
years, Tom was responsible for help-
ing VMI to become the great institu-
tion that it is today. He was also
responsible for teaching a great many
young men that “if they were in league
with the Lord, they could accomplish
anything,” a quote for which he be-
came famous.

When the War Between the States
erupted in 1861, Tom quickly en-
listed, and was soon recognized as the
Confederacy’s finest tactician. His
Shenandoah Valley Campaigns are still
studied at military colleges through-
out the world, along with those of
Hannibal, and Frederick the Great.
Tom became Robert E. Lee’s right
arm. Lee the great strategist, Tom the
great tactician. Together they won the
Battle of Chancellorsville—a battle
most military historians rank among
history’s cleverest deployment, and fin-
est utilization of troops by a badly
outnumbered army.

Tragically, Tom was mortally
wounded in that famous battle and
died soon after. His death sealed the
Confederacy’s doom. Would they have
won if Tom had lived? That we shall
never know! But they had no chance at
all after that sad Sunday in May, 1863.

Throughout the South, people
grieved and flags were flown at half-
staff. Northern ofticers who had known
Tom were also sad, not because the
South had lost a great leader, but
because they had lost a great friend,
and the world had lost a true Christian
gentleman. For you see, Tom’s full
name was Thomas Jonathan Jackson,
the man history would remember as
“Stonewall” Jackson. The hero of
schoolboys for the past century and a
third was a homeschooler who learned
that “when you’re in league with the
Lord, you can do anything.”
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Conferences

Note: Information about Seton confer-
ences is sent by mail to home schoolers
on our mailing list in the state, and
usually to surrounding states as well.
Conferences include talks as well as the
sale of Seton textbooks. If your support
group is interested in having a full day
conference or a half-day conference in
your area, please call Mary Lou Warren
at Seton.

New Ovleans/Madisonville, LA: June
14,1997. St. Anselm. SETON Catholic
Family Home Schooling Conference.
Rev. Robert Hermley on Church Teach-
ings; Mrs. Ginny Seuffert on Home
Schooling in the Large Family; Dr. Mary
Kay Clark on Avoiding Home School-
ing Burnout; Mr. Kenneth Clark on
Legal Issues; Dr. William Marra on The
Rebirth of Catholic Faith and Culture
through Home Schooling; Dr. Mark

The Seton Home Study
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is published monthly by
Seton Home Study School
1350 Progress Dr.

Front Royal, VA 22630

Phone: (540) 636-9990
Fax Machine: (540) 636-1602
Internet: www.setonhome.org
E-Mail: info@SetonHome.org

Subscription price for non-enrolled
families is $15 per year.

Executive Editor:
Dr. Mary Kay Clark, Ph.D.

Editor:
Kevin Clark

Lowery on The Father’s Role; Seuffert,
Clark, and Lowery: Panel on Discipline.

Custer Battlefield/Billings, MT: June
20-30. Dr. Mary Kay Clark and husband
Bruce Clark. Book signing for CTTIITTIIT]
MMM Happy to meet with Catholic
home schooling parents in the area.

Albany, NY Area/Pleasant Valley: June

28,1997. St. Stanislaus. Catholic Home
Schooling conference. Sponsored by
Catholic Home Educators of Mid-
Hudson. For more information call 914-
758-4352.

York, ME [between Boston & Portland,
ME]: July 12. St. Christopher Church.
Sponsored by SETON, St. Joseph’s

Catholic Home Educators, & St.
Christopher’s Church. Father Robert
Hermley, Mrs. Ginny Seuffert, Dr. Mary
Kay Clark, Mr. Paul Sullivan on Home
Schoolers at College, Jim Likoudis on
Sex Education, Dr. William Marra, Panel
on Discipline.

Manassas, VA: July 18 & 19, 1997.
National Assoc. of Catholic Home Edu-
cators Annual Conference. For informa-
tion call 540-349-4314 or 410-254-
9390.

Long Beach, CA: August 2 & 3, 1997.
Catholic Family Conference. Sponsored
by St. Joseph Communications. Ginny
Seuffert will be in attendance at Seton
vendor table.

In response to questions we have been
receiving, Seton recently sent a letter to
home schooling families in California re-
garding the state regulations. Since then we
have received several phone calls with more
questions.

We wrote our letter because so many
people in California have been concerned
about the law. To be in technical compliance
with the California law, there are four op-
tions: use a certified tutor, use the California
home school program, file a private school
affidavit, or have a school in California file
the affidavit for you (the “umbrella school”
route). We know, also, that many families
simply choose to home school without noti-
fying authorities at all.

Many home schooling parents file a
private school affidavit, but this means that
your name and address may show up in a
private school directory. Many others enroll
with a private umbrella or Independent Study
Program (ISP) school, which keeps your
name out of any private school directory, but
local or state authorities still have the names
of those enrolled.

The California Home Education Asso-
ciation [CHEA] takes the position that “There
is technically no more or no less legal protec-
tion or covering in our current Education
Codes for either options (1) [private school
affidavit] or (2) [ISP enrollment]. Recent
legal contacts & legal action have involved
bothkinds of arrangements. Both of these are
legal but both are repeatedly challenged le-
gally. ...based on past experience, every

California Update

home schooling family would be very wise to
secure the protection of the HSLDA. For
both options (1) and (2), parents should prop-
erly state that their children are enrolled in a
private school when communicating with
school and other officials.” Regarding ISP’s,
CHEA further notes that if there is any prob-
lem with school authorities, “It is the indi-
vidual family that will be challenged by
school and other authorities and not the satel-
lite/ISP school administrator.”

AtSeton, we believe that for those choos-
ing among the legal options, the best and
cheapest route is the private school affidavit.
At the same time, for those who choose to
enroll in an “umbrella school,” we recom-
mended in our letter an inexpensive Catholic
school run by parents whom we have known
for several years, and who have been respon-
sible for conducting home school confer-
ences in California. HSLDA membership is
recommended for everyone.

We also recognize that there are inde-
pendent study programs in California which
offer a myriad of services which families
may find useful. Some offer local teachers on
call, graduation programs, weekly meetings,
etc. We certainly do not mean to discourage
you from using an ISP that you find helpful.

If you have any questions about the law
in your state, please call our attorney, Ken-
neth Clark. We are happy to hear from you
and to discuss your options regarding the
regulations in your state. You can contact
CHEA at 800-564-CHEA or on-line at
www.cheaofca.org.
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Let us never grow tired of proclaiming the family as a
community of love: conjugal love unites the couple and is
procreative of new life; it mirrors the divine love, is commu-
nicated, and in the words of “Gaudium et Spes”, is actually a
sharing in the covenant of love of Christ and his Church. We
were all given the great grace of being born into such a
community of love; it will be easy for us to uphold its value.

And then we must encourage parents in their role as
educators of their children—the first catechists and the best
ones. What a great task and challenge they have: to teach
children the love of God, to make it something real for them.
And by God’s grace, how easily some families can fulfill the
role of being a T TN TE the germ of a vocation to
the priesthood is nourished through family prayer, the ex-
ample of faith and the support of love.

What a wonderful thing it is when families realize the
power they have for the sanctification of husband and wife
and the reciprocal influence between parents and children.
And then, by the loving witness of their lives, families can
bring Christ’s Gospel to others. A vivid realization of the
sharing of the laity—and especially the family - in the salvific
mission of the Church is one of the greatest legacies of the
Second Vatican Council. We can never thank God enough for
this gift.

It is up to us to keep this realization strong, by support-
ing and defending the family—each and every family. Our
own ministry is so vital: to preach the word of God and to
celebrate the Sacraments. It is from them that our people
draw their strength and joy. Ours too is the role of encourag-
ing families to fidelity to the law of God and the Church. We
need never fear to proclaim all the exigencies of God’s word,

for Christ is with us and says today as before: “He who hears
you hears me.” In particular, the indissolubility of Christian
marriage is important; although it is a difficult part of our
message, we must proclaim it faithfully as part of God’s word,
part of the mystery of faith. At the same time we are close to
our people in their problems and difficulties. They must
always know that we love them.

Today we want to express our admiration and praise for
all the efforts being made to guard and preserve the family as
God made it, as God wants it. All over the world Christian
families are trying to fulfill their wonderful calling and we are
close to all of them. And priests and religious are trying to
support and assist them—and all these efforts are worthy of
the greatest praise. Our special support goes to those who
help couples preparing for Christian marriage by offering
them the full teaching of the Church and by encouraging
them in the highest ideals of the Christian family. We wish to
add a particular word of praise also for those, especially
priests, who work so generously and devotedly in ecclesiasti-
cal tribunals, in fidelity to the doctrine of the Church, to
safeguard the marriage bond, to give witness to its indissolu-
bility in accordance with the teaching of Jesus, and to assist
families in need.

The holiness of the Christian family is indeed a most
apt means for producing the serene renewal of the Church
which the Council so eagerly desired. Through family prayer,
the (MMM Becomes an effective reality and leads to
the transformation of the world. And all the efforts of parents
to instill God’s love into their children and to support them
by the example of faith constitute a most relevant apostolate
for the twentieth century. Parents with special problems are
worthy of our particular pastoral care, and all our love.




