Thegloriousfeast of theAssumption
of Maryinto heaven, body and soul, has
been celebrated by theCatholicChurch
for the past fourteen hundred years.

According to tradition, the twelve
apostles were gathered around the
Blessed Mother in her home in
Jerusdemwhen shedied or “fell adegp.”
Eastern legends say that the apostles
saw Jesuscome and receivethe soul of
HisMother in Hisarms. Thefalling
adeep or “dormition” of Mary, the
Mother of God (Theotokos), is
picturedin Easternicons, with Jesusin
the center holding a tiny replica of
Mary, representing her soul.

Mary wasnow leaving the apostles
whom she had been helping to spread
and toteach theFaith throughout the
world. St. AlphonsusdeLiguori wrote
that during the years after the
Ascension, Mary “solved their doubts,
comforted them intheir persecutions,
encouragedthemtolabor fortheDivine
glory and the salvation of souls.”

As home schooling parents, we can
reflect onthissceneand undersand that
wemug ask theBlessed M other to help
ustoimitateher. Shecan guideusinour
responsbilitiesto our children to train
them to be disciplesfor Jesus Chrigt.

We should consider also that the
apostleswerethefirst bishops, thefirst
theologians of the Church. Peter, the
first pope, was present at the
Assumption of Mary. Thisis a feast
dayonwhichweshould askthegpostles
to intercede for our bishops and

theologians, to help them to kneel at
thefeet of Mary, theQueen of Apostles.
Pray for Mary to give them wisdom
and understanding as they guide us,
their flock.

Thisfeast day presentsuswith the
opportunity toteach our children that
deathisnot tobefearedif wehavebeen
faithful to Our Lord Jesus Christ.
While Mary’s body “fell adeep,” her
soul wastakenimmediately by Jesusto
Hisheavenly home.

When peoplejoin Mother Angelica’s
Eternal Word Televison Network to
say theGloriousMysteries, wecan see
whereMary was“buried.” Shewasput
into a stone “casket,” but later when
the apostles opened it, her body was
gone, assumed into heaven.

At the Last Judgment, our bodies
will be rgjoined to our soulsto go to
the heavenly kingdom. Asour bodies
aretemplesof the Holy Spirit, and as
weoften carry JesusChrist Himself in
our bodies after Holy Communion,
we must teach our children the
importance of the Marian virtues of
modesty and chastity and especially
the virtue of purity.

The Blessed Mother continues to
intercede for usin heaven. Sheisour
hopeand our protection. Asamother
herself, sheis awaysready to help us
in our parental responsibilities,
especialy in teaching and training our
children.

The following prayer is adapted
from the Byzantine Catholic Liturgy.

O Blessed Mother, Our Lady of the
Assumption, your glory shines with
the radiance of divine grace. All the
heavenly choirsof angelssing ahymn
of glory on this feast of your
Assumption. The highest angels in
heaven cameto pay respect to you, O
Immaculate M other, because you are
the Queen of heaven and earth.

O most pureMother of God, forever
alivewithyour Son, theSourceof Life,
do not cease to intercede with Him
that He may guard and save your
people from every trouble.

L et usfill theChurch with hymnsof
praiseat thefaling aseep of the Ark of
God! H eaven hasreceived theWoman
who gave birth to the One Whom
nothing can contain. Today the earth
givesback to heaven the Woman who
wasthesourceof Life. Theangelsjoin
thecrowd of theapostles, and together
they gaze upon the Woman who gave
birthto thePrincipleof Life, and who
now moves up from lifeto Life.

Let us therefore venerate her and
beseech her, saying: O Blessed Mother,
do not forget thosewho celebrateyour
holy Assumptionwithfervor and love.

-MKC



It is Augus and | am not finished
with my home schodling for lag year.
What should | do?

The schedule for the government
schools is from September through
mid-June, but homeschooling families
are not bound by this schedule. A
wonderful benefit of home schooling
is the opportunity to have a home
schooling calendar that meets the
needs and changing situationsin our
own family. Take the breaks you
need, and do schoolwork at the best
times for you, not according to an
outside schedule.

At thesametime, if your children,
especially junior high or high school
children, are concerned to finish up,
consider shortcuts for individual
subjects. For instance, assuming that
you are at least in thefourth quarter,
consider giving your children two or
three tests a week in subjects in
which they are doing very well. For
instance, spelling testscould betaken
without doing all the dictionary
work. Consider assigning your
children to study the definitions of
the vocabulary words without doing
all the written assignments. Some
students may be able to take the
history and science tests by studying
thechapter without doing thewritten
work.

If your child is in the first or
second quarter, consider taking a
break and starting up again in
September. Hopefully, you can finish
up by January.

If you are having ababy, you might
decide to quit the home schooling for
a couple of weeks after the baby
arrives. Look for anatural break, such
as the end of a chapter or unit, if
possible. You can do thisand then pick
it up again where you left off.

If you are not too tired, you might
try to continue with the home
schooling during August, with alighter
schedule of subjects. Many familiesdo
home school all year. It keepsthekids
out of trouble, there are no “I'm
bored!” complaints, and they keep
progressing in important areassuch as
reading and math.

During thehot month of August, if
you are home schooling, consider
certain treatsafter thehome schooling
day. Going swimming at 5 o’clock
when thecrowd isleaving and the sun
is not so hot is a favorite in some
families. Also, special ice cream treats
in the middle of a hot afternoon after
homeschoolingissomething towhich
the kids look forward.

We need to help our children see
Catholic education as a lifelong
opportunity or challenge, and not be
anxiously looking for vacation time.
There really should be no “vacation”
from learning about God and Hisworld.

Why areyou writing a new rdigion
series?

We are writing a new religion
seriesbecause many parentshave said
that their local pastor would like to
see newer religion books which
incorporate material from The
Catechism of the Cathdic Church.
The new Seton religion series is
simply a supplement, however, an
explanation to accompany the
Baltimore Catechian, which we will
always keep. The new series will
more closely follow the order of the
Baltimore Catechign chapters.

The General Catechetical Directory
from the Vatican has stated clearly
that the whole deposit of the Faith
must be taught each year. Each grade
level of thenew Seton serieswill cover
all the seven sacraments, the ten

Commandments, and the Creed. The
Directory points out that the material
must be adjusted to the child’slevel of
learning, but that the lessons cannot
omit huge segments of the Faith.

At thistime, only the kindergarten
through 3 grade is available in the
new series. The others are in various
stages of production. All must be
approved by a bishop. We welcome
your comments and suggestions for
future editions.

Why mug our children memorizethe
catechigm answers exactly?

It isimportant that children know
their catechism exactly.

Father John Hardon gave atalk at
aCatholichomeschooling conference
some time ago emphasizing the
importance of memorizing the
catechism. Father emphasized that
children certainly do need to
understand the catechism conceptsas
well, not just have them memorized
by rote. If children memorize the
answers exactly, they will, in the
years ahead as adults, remember the
answers exactly. If in their young
years they do not memorize them
exactly, they will not be able to
remember them correctly when they
are in a situation talking with other
adults in defense of their religion.

It would be great if the children
also memorized the Scripture quotes
which relate to the catechism lesson.
If the children memorized just those
catechism and Bible quotes, they
would have a whole library in their
heads which would serve them
adequately for the rest of their lives.

Our Catholic Faith istrue, accurate
and precise. Confusion reignsin this
world, but theCatholicFaith isexactly
correct. In 1884, at the Third Plenary
Council of American bishops, a
commission was appointed to prepare
acatechism for general use, which was
obligatory for the Catholic schools.
The Baltimore Catechian received the
highest praisefrom many of thebishops
of that time.

The Baltimare Catechign questions
and answers for children were
developed by the American bishops



over a period of several years, based
on the Council of Trent. You can find
thesameanswers, with someadditions
based on recent concerns (such as
suicide and euthanasia), in the
Catechign o the Cathdic Church, an
adult catechism.

Can you givesometipsabout teaching
methods that work particularly wel
for home schooling?

What teachersand parentsare most
concerned about is that the child
focuses his attention on the lesson at
hand. Human beingslearn very easily,
actually, and children learn easiest of
all. The problem is that there are so
many distractions, so many other
things children want to learn about
than the book sitting before him.

Children need to be motivated to
focus on what mother is trying to
teach, or on what mother saysmust be
read and studied. This motivation
must be deep and spiritual. The
greatest internal motivation isadesire
to please God and to please parents.
Thisiswhy children should goto Mass
every day and/or start the day with
prayer and reading of the life of a
saint. When the day starts with an
understanding of Jesus and what He
did for us, and an understanding of the
sacrifices made by the saints to be
good for Jesus, children will be
motivated to be obedient to mother.

In addition, parents need to be
excited about learning themselves.
Both parentsneed to show an interest
in the subject at hand, aswell as show
an interest in seeing the children
become excited about learning.

Educationa videos and educational
computer programs, lots of books and
encyclopedias, interactive CD’’s libraries
on Internet, frequent tripsto the library
and museums al “sel” the idea that
learning is fun and interegting.

Once these motivational ideas are
implemented, then the parent can
focuson thebest teaching methodsfor
each subject for each particular child.
However, remember that almost all
children can learn easily through
reading, through listening, through
writing, through studying. It is not

some magic art that only teachers
know. God madeusto learn naturally.
It is part of our nature to learn. We
need to be careful that we are not
being “overwhelmed” because a child
isbeing stubborn or lazy, thusforcing
us to continually look for new ways
and new methods.

Old tried and true methods which
have worked for generations are the
methods most likely to work for you
and yours. The best method for your
child is likely to be the methods that
worked for you and your spouse when
you were children. Your children
have your genes and your learning
inclinations. They are likely to learn
best with the methods by which you
learned best.

The best specific tip to learning is
reading and writing, writing and
reading. Reading aloud is especially
important, as the child is forced
to use inflections which force
comprehension. Also, learning is
easier when more senses are
used. After your child has read an
assignment, have him write or give
an oral presentation or asummary of
what he read. After a chapter has
been finished, nothing can beat a
good old-fashioned discussion of the
ideas in the chapter.

W hy mug my son redotheparagraphsin
hi scompaodi ti on cour sswhen with hishome
grades theaverageisa pasing grade?

It certainly is more difficult and
time-consuming for us to re-grade
test papers, especialy compositions.
It would be easier to give a final
passing grade.

However, we are serious about
education and about the individual
student learning. In addition, we have
a concern about the future of the
Church, the future of the local
community, the future of our society.
Our concern is that we help produce
educated Catholic citizens.

So, even when the student’s final
grade is passing because it is
averaged with the home grades, we
encourage, and sometimes insist,
that tests and papers under the 70"
percent be redone.
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Several years ago, Father John
H ardon, wdl-known Cathdlicpriest who
has often gooken and written about the
importance of Cathdic home schoding,
gaveatalkcalled “HomeSchoding: The
Soul of Catholic Education.” The
fdlowing aresomequatesfrom thistalk.

| am sure that none of you has any
illusion about the price you have to
pay to engage seriously in home
schooling. It will take no ordinary
fortitude, otherwiseknown ascourage.
You are only as courageous asyou are
convinced. Only convinced peopleare
courageous. It takes heroic courage
to engage in home schooling in our
nation in our day.

Parents are the primary teachers of
their children. It isby divineright that
parents are the primary, principal
teachersof thechildren that they have
brought physicallyinto theworld. Itis
a right that you parents have that is
inalienable; it isnot conferred by any
human authority but by God H imself,
and cannot be taken away by any
human power. You areto bewillingto
lay down your lives rather than have
anyone take that authority from you.

Once the parents have conceived
and given birth to their child,
they have the divinely confirmed
responsibility for the care of their
child. For the care of your child
physically.... intellectually... morally
to provide for thetraining of the wills
of your children, so that they will
realize that there is only one reason
we have a free will: to give that free
will back to God from Whom we
received it.

But most importantly as parents,
you havethedivinely-conferred right
of providing for the spiritual rearing
of your children.... You aretoinsure
that your children reach their
heavenly destiny.

H omeschooling ashomeeducation
is not an option for parents. It is an
obligation, for which you are gravely
responsible before God. God entrusts
you with your children to take care of

them in this world and teach them —
that’stheonly reason you havechildren,
the only reason you have children in
thislife, isto bring your children with
you into a heavenly eternity.

There are powerful forcesin our
country, highly organized, carefully
planned, very strategic, highly
subsidized financially, that
are consciously and deliberately
working to destroy the Catholic
Church in America.

Formal institutionalized education
is becoming increasingly secularized
and de-Christianized. And de-
Catholicized. In the face of these
stark realities, parents must protect
their children whom God has
entrusted to their care. If home
education hasalwaysbeen important,
it is fast becoming not merely
important, but imperative to ensure
the propagation and preservation of
the true Faith in our own still, to
some extent, free America.

The state hasamonopoly over laws
governing sexua morality. Not only is
homosexuality but sex education
programs are widely authorized to
teach the children from infancy. They
are told and trained to adopt the
morality of a nation that hasin large
measure discarded Jesus Christ.

The heart of Catholic education is
thetransmission of authentic Catholic
truths of the Faith, and authentic
Catholic normsof morality. The heart
of Catholic education is also the
training of children to accept these
principles with a believing mind, and
to put them into practice with an
obedient will.

Will you beteaching your children?
Or will you allow someone more
powerful to teach your children? We
areliving in the age of martyrstoday,
which means practicing heroic virtue
in sharing your Faith with thechildren
God gave you, even if it meanslaying
down your livesfor theeternal welfare
of the children that God has put into
your loving care.

Grace is the power to do what is
humanly impossible. That Grace must
be obtained from God through the
sacraments which Jesus Christ
instituted.

Two thousand years of Church
history has shown that Catholic
teaching and Cathalic training can
be done mog effectivdy, most deeply,
mog lagtingly, and mog practically by
parentsteaching ther children.

Home schooling isnecessary for the
preservation of the Catholic Faith
in America. Parents, in today’s
increasingly de-Christianized America,
secularized American culture, and
paganized American society, you have
no option. You must under God and
with His Light and Strength, become
the principal teachers of your children.
This presumes, of course, that you
know your Catholic Faith.

Thisisan order: Learn your Faith.
You ought to communicateyour Faith
by giving good exampleto thechildren
under your care. Eye sees more than
meets the ear.

[tisnot only that you areto teach your
children as the academic world
understandsteaching.... Teaching of the
Catholic Faith iscommunicating Divine
Gracefrom mindtomind, from believing
mind to believing mind, from believing
will to believing will. You parentsareno
mere teachers when you, as we casualy
say, teach the CatholicFaith. You arethe
conduits of Divine Grace.

You shall be aseffective channels of
God’s Grace as you are yourselves
united with God. You haveno option.
N o degreesfrom academicinstitutions
will do. Your own union with God,
your holiness, your patience, your
humility, your chastity, your selfless
love as parents, husband and wife
loving each other selflessly, your loving
your children with the love that only
Christ can enable you to practice.

God made you not merely teachers
but communicators of Grace to the
children that God gave you, to share
with them, — not only as you have
done with your bodies,— but your
souls, indeed your soulsanimated with
the spirit of God.



Last month in answering aquestion,
| encouraged Catholic parents to keep
their Catholic home schooling support
group Catholic. | said that if members
arenot Catholic, it doesnot providethe
support that Catholic home schooling
parents need and are looking for when
they join.

Since then, | have received a few
calls. Some parents have spouses or
relativeswho are Protestant. Obvioudly,
family members should be welcome.
We can assume that they are not going
to try to underminethe children’sfaith.

Some Catholic parents have said
that some Protestants want to join
their group becausethey areinterested
injoining the Catholic Church. Aslong
as the purpose of joining the group is
to learn about the Catholic faith and
family life, certainly such families
should be welcome. They will not
be attempting to evangelize for
Protestantism. Protestants should be
told in the beginning that this is a
Catholic group and unlessthey become
Catholic, they will not be alowed to
continue coming to the meetings.

One of the problems arising in
Catholicsupport groupsisthat different
membersexpect different things. A group
realy needs a misson statement. Are
you areligiousgroup, for thepurposeof
promoting the Catholicfaith and family
life, especially for the children? Are you
really a social group, wanting to
evangelize otherswho arenot Catholic?
Support groups have an obligation not
to midead prospective members.

A religious home schooling support
group tendsto meet on Firg Fridays, a a
parish church, goingto M assand confesson
each month. Thiskind of group regularly
celebratestheliturgica feast days epecidly
involving the children. Priests come and
tak about vocations. Field trips are to
Catholic churches to sudy gtained glass
windows or to convents to visit the aged
nuns. Children are taught Latin and
Gregorian Chant, dressup assaintson All
Saints Day, and gart the school year with
a Mass in honor of the Infant Jesus of
Prague. Somegroupshaveacommon First
H oly Communion, and some even have a

Confirmation. Graduation ceremoniesare
in church. Activities center around the
Faith and the parish.

A socia home schooling support
group gathers for socia events, with
little or no concern about anyone’s
religious values. These groups gather
for ice skating and visits to the natura
history museum. The group often
sponsorssciencefairsand sportsevents.

Somehomeschooling support groups
arefor parentsonly. These groups mest
in the evening to discuss discipline and
teaching phonics. They shareideasabout

curriculum. Sometimes parents mest
on Saturday mornings for a breakfast
break with other homeschoolingmoms.
Often thesegroupsareconcerned about
local regulations or pending state
legislation. Sometimes these are
religioudly-oriented. Catholics want to
discussprinciplesof disciplinefrom papal
documentsand priests, Protestantswant
principles based on the Bible aone.

There is nothing wrong with any of
these types of support groups. Indeed,
many families may find themselves
belonging to severa support groups.

Catholic home schooling support
groups, however, usually have the goal
to encourage and support the Catholic
faith and family values, especialy for
the children. In this kind of a group,
Father John H ardon and Father Robert
Fox encourage and support afamily-to-

family apostolateto strengthen Catholic
values. Pope Leo XIII wrote in one of
hisdocumentsthat “Catholics ought to
prefer to associate with Catholics, a
course which will be very conducive to
the safeguarding of their faith.”

In the present society, a culture
which is not friendly toward our
Catholic values, a religious Catholic
homeschooling support group isaimost
anecessity for Catholichomeschooling
families. There are many social
occasionswhen weand our children are
exposed to “mixed” groups. The
Catholichomeschooling support group
may be the only opportunity to spend
time with only Catholic families to
encourage Catholic values.

Father Joseph Fessio, head of
Ignatius Press, gave aspeech at a Seton
Conferencein California. Hecompared
the Catholic home schooling families
to themonasteriesof the Middle Ages.
H ebelievesthehomeschooling families
need to preserveand foster theCatholic
Faith. The Catholic home schooling
families need to bring the Catholic
culture to our American society. He
encouraged Catholic home schooling
families to bring back the Catholic
hymnsand liturgical music, bothin the
Domestic Church of the Home aswell
asin the parish.

A Catholic home schooling support
group can influence and enrich thelife of
aparish or adiocese. Support groupscan
organize and sponsor distinctively
Catholic events at church, bring in
Catholicspeakers havemonthly meetings
about the Faith for adults, and arrange
parish or diocesan eventsin relation to
theliturgica year, such asarosary raly,
a May crowning, and Benediction to
start theschool year. Sponsoring Catholic
Family and HomeSchooling conferences
with a variety of Catholic speakers and
vendors can help in the spiritua growth
of membersin a parish.

Therearemany reasonswhy Catholic
families choose home schooling. If you
are concerned to renew, to reinforce, to
strengthen, andto maintain theCatholic
faith and family values and culture for
yourself and your children, | encourage
you to keep your Catholic home
schooling group Catholic.



Information about Seton conferences
issent by mail tohomeschooling families
on our mailing list in the state, and
usualy to surrounding states as well.
Conferencesinclude taks aswell asthe
saleof Setontextbooksand supplemental
books. Half-day conferences also
available. Costs are borne by Seton. If
your support group is interested in
having aconferencein your area, please
cal Mary Lou Warren at Seton.

Seton Home Schooling
Conference. Oct. 9, 1999.

Seton & CatholicsU nited
fortheFaith. Family & HomeSchooling
Conference. Oct. 23, 1999.

The Round Table.
Catholic Home Schooling Leaders
meeting. November 19-21, 1999.

Seton has been compelled to
charge late fees to those seriously
overdue in their monthly payments,
that is, morethan sixty daysoverdue.
We still have $300,000 in overdue
accounts receivable.

For the sake of the Seton apostolate,
we ask that al those on the payment
plan please make their payments on
time. Thank you.

Seton hasopened a California Office
in the Los Angeles area

Student records for California
students will be kept on file. Pre-
packaged grade level curriculums
available for grades K through 8.
Curriculum and supplemental materials
available for purchase separately. Seton
representative, Mark Gallagher, is
available to visit support group
curriculum fairs and conferences.
Contact Mark a Seton Home Study
California, 44751 Date Street,
Suite 8, Lancaster, CA 93534. Phone;
661-948-8881; E- mail at setonca
@networkone.net; fax: 661-948-7006.

Wewant to thank al thosewho have
made generous donations to Seton
H ome Study School. We hope you are
enjoying the art book we sent you.

Seton is doing vital work for the

church. Our homeschooling programis
allowing families to be Catholic
families, working
together, learning
together, strengthening
the Catholic family life.
Ultimately, Seton home
schooling graduates
with their religious
knowledge, religiouslife,
and academic skills, will
produce solid change in
our society.

If you can make a
donationto Seton Home
Study School, you can
be surethat your money
isbeing spent wisely on
good Catholictextbooks

to help produce higher quality Catholic
education for leadersin the Church. We
will continueto send our new full-color
religiousart book to any donorsof $100
or more.

Thank you for your generosity.

CAT Tests are available from Seton
for all home schoolers, for $20 for tests
and scoring. For further information or
to order by credit card, call “Testing
Department” at 540-636-9990; or
fax at 540-636-1602; or e-mail
testing@setonhome.org. L et your know
schooling friendsknow. “Weareserious
about education!”

We have begun sending out answer
keyson CD to familiesreceiving books
for students in grades 4 through 8.
These CD’sare being placed into boxes
along with the printed answer keys. A
bit less than half of the families with
children in grades 4 through 8 will be
receiving the CD’’s.

As mentioned last month, thisis a
test to see how well putting materials
on CD will work. If you have children
in grades 4 through 8 and do not
receive the CD with your books, you
can download the contents of the CD
from our website. You can download
just the access program you need
(Windows or Mac) and the grade
level(s) that you need, so thedownload
is not excessively large.
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