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“Under the Magisterium of the Catholic Church”

The Visitation
I am writing this small article on
the vigil of the birth of St. John the
Baptist, June 23. The Feast of the
Visitation of Our Lady celebrates
various mysteries in the Divine
Economy. St. Elizabeth was barren, as
was the mother of Our Lady herself.
The Lord can cause the desert to bloom
and in that blooming produce a flower
that is magnificent. Our Lady, fruit of
a normally barren womb, has herself
conceived virginally by the Holy Spirit
and the fruit of her womb is God the
Son Himself. She carried her Creator in
her womb nine months, His blood, her
blood, His flesh, her flesh, totally enclosed
by the material reality of her whom He
created to be His mother. She is the
genuine Ark of the Covenant: she carries
within her womb the Covenant of both
Old and New Testaments.
So she visits her cousin, Elizabeth.
How were they related? We do not know
from Sacred Scripture, the only really sure
source. However, from private revelation
and the mystics, we hear that they were
second cousins, their parents having been
first cousins. Our Lady is seen in this
mystery to be the Mediatrix of All Grace
because she carries the Source of all grace
with her to her cousin. The newly
conceived Incarnate God sanctifies His
precursor, the last of the prophets and the
greatest. St. John is born as Adam was
created: in sanctifying grace, the grace
that moulds our human clay into a holy
receptacle, a temple waiting for the
descent of the Holy Spirit.

St. Elizabeth greets her young
cousin in enthusiastic faith and
humility—”Who am I that the Mother of
my Lord should come to me? For when
your greeting sounded in my ear, the
babe in my womb leapt for joy.”
What has Our Lady’s visitation to
say to us involved in the great home
schooling project? Is it not that the
desert can bloom and Our Lady’s
presence can turn the desert into
paradise? Finding the desert without
the water of grace, she herself carries the
spring of grace to make an oasis.
We in the home schooling adventure in the Catholic Church in
America should betake ourselves to Our
Lady who first came to us as she came
to Elizabeth carrying in her womb the
Incarnate God. She came to Tepeyac
Hill, a desert place, to a childless old
man who became, in a very real sense,
the father of eight million Aztec Indian
converts to whom he explained this
extraordinary visitation of Our Lady to
America in 1531. In the original
visitation, Our Lord enthroned in His
mother’s womb, sanctified His precursor
still in his mother’s womb. In 1531,
His precursor had already been born
again and had probably lived a life of
deep, simple holiness for some years.
Blessed Juan Diego is a perfect patron
for us who wish to rest in the crossed
arms of our mother and simply explain
the faith that she symbolizes in her tilma
of Guadalupe. The divine reality is the
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revelation of the primordial family—the
Holy Trinity—come to earth through the
reality of the Son Who reveals His Father
and His Virgin Father, His mother, and
the mystery of love unfolded in the bosom
of heaven and revealed upon earth.
In our homes, this mystery of love
is allowed to unfold on a day-to-day basis,
hour by hour, as we teach our children by
word and example that goes from dawn
to dusk, in faithful practice of our Holy
Religion, and in the teaching of the
various subjects that go to supplying the
foundation of informed humanity upon
which grace builds the temple of the Holy
Spirit that each of us is called to be. In
this home context, may Our Lady bring
to fruition in us by her visitation a grace
of prophetic apostleship that will fire the
renewal of the True Faith in this land and
in the world, so that she who is clothed
with the sun may herald, once again, the
world wide evangelization of those who
sit in the darkness. May the Son of
Righteousness reign in our homes, once
again enthroned on the Ark of His
Covenant.
- Father Constantine
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Questions We Are Asked?

by Dr. Mary Kay Clark
Director, Seton Home Study School

Why will Seton not be a vendor at the
NACHE conference in Manassas this
July?
Due to an article in our July, 1998,
newsletter, “Authority in the Church,”
the NACHE board feels that we attacked
them. I had hoped the article was a
serious discussion on the matter of
parents’ rights in regard to the teaching
of children in preparation for receiving
the sacraments.
We feel that a Catholic home
schooling conference should be serving
home schooling families, and our Catholic
materials should not be denied the
Catholic families at this conference, even
if there are disagreements between
organizations.
Nevertheless, since we won’t be
allowed at the conference, we are renting
a small Catholic school, Holy Family
Academy, about two miles away. We will
have plenty of space for displaying
thousands of new and used Catholic
books. We will not have speakers or any
program of our own. Free admission.
Even though we will not be at the
NACHE conference, we encourage
Catholic home schoolers to attend. There
will be many good speakers at the
conference, including Sen. Rick
Santorum of Pennsylvania, a Catholic
home schooling father who led the
Senate attempt to ban partial-birth
abortion.

support group at all!
The Catholic Church has many
different kinds of organizations with
many different kinds of goals, apostolates,
and charisms. Here in Front Royal, we
have an active Legion of Mary. The
members knock on doors, talking to
neighbors about the Catholic Church.
They don’t sing in the choir, or decorate
the altar with flowers; the choir and the
Ladies Guild do that.
Catholic Home Schooling Support
Groups are essential for helping parents
and children to maintain high morale
when relatives, neighbors, fellow
parishioners, priests, local school
educators, and legislators are all looking
to eliminate home schooling. Allowing
others to be members who are not
Catholic or who are not home schooling,
effectively dilutes the support that is so
badly needed.
Evidence of problems with “mixed”
support groups comes to me via phone
calls every week from Catholic parents,
many in tears. One home schooling
mother called who was a recent convert.
She and her children looked for support
in a Catholic home schooling support
group. However, with Protestants and
non-home-schooling members, she felt
her faith and her children’s faith were
being undermined.
Keep your Catholic Home Schooling
Support Group limited to families who
are Catholic and home schooling!

We are under pressure to allow Protestants
to be in our Catholic home schooling
support group. What do you think?

I have a high school boy who does not want
to obey me by doing his schoolwork in a
timely fashion. What do you suggest?

If the Catholic home schooling
support group is not limited to Catholic
home schoolers, it is not a Catholic

Whenever there is a problem with a
boy of junior or senior high school age,
the first answer is always “Seek Dad’s

help.” God gave fathers a special gift in
dealing with the older children, especially
boys. It is difficult to identify, but
fathers definitely are authority figures
in the home.
I would guess it has something to do
with God the Father. Adam and Eve
knew God the Father, as did all the Old
Testament saints. We received the laws
of God from God the Father, He is the
Lawgiver. He punished the Chosen
People when they did not obey Him.
When Jesus became Man, He spoke
about God the Father with respect. Jesus
followed the Father’s will. He was
obedient to the Father, offered His
sufferings to the Father for our sake.
God the Father was in charge of the gates
of heaven, and opened them after the
death of His beloved Son. God the Father
loves us so much that He sent His only
Beloved Son.
The more we learn about God the
Father, the more we understand the role
of the father in the family. Our children,
especially our sons, need to respect their
fathers, and to see father as an authority
figure in their lives in the place of God
the Father in heaven.
Once the family members realize the
authority of the father in the family, then
fathers need to realize their vocation to
teach and to discipline the children.
Working with mother, father needs to
work out a plan for the spiritual life of the
family, such as daily Mass and weekly
Confession, and the rules regarding the
home schooling schedule. Chores, rules
of discipline, and consequences for
disobedience all need to be structured
and written down.
Dr. Mark Lowery, a home schooling
father of eight who often speaks at home
schooling conferences, has a list of rules
for various occasions. The children are
required to memorize the rules and to
recite them as the occasion arises. For
instance, on the way to the store, the
children recite the Rules at the Store in
the car. Dr. Lowery is directly involved
in teaching the children whenever
possible.
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If your son grows in his spiritual
life, and if he recognizes the authority
of his father, and if his father takes the
role of supervising the discipline, your
son should respond with better home
schooling habits. Your husband needs to
be attentive to your son’s home schooling
assignments, that is being interested,
asking questions about how it is going,
looking over the work at least once a
week to make sure your son is on
schedule, checking the work in perhaps
one or more subjects.
Your son could go to work with his
father, if at all possible, to see how his
“schoolwork” is applied in the work
place.
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focus on the Holy Sacrifice.
Consider taking only the older
children, and asking your husband or a
fellow home schooling mother to babysit with the babies or toddlers. Perhaps
on Saturday, when your husband can
accompany you, the whole family can
attend.
Some parents take little picture books
with Bible stories or stories of saints to
Mass for the little ones. Some parents
take the children out of Mass when they
are disruptive, then bring them back into
the church. Some parents “practice” being
at Mass with their little children by
insisting on certain quiet time and
reverence while saying the rosary at home.

I try to go to daily Mass, but my little ones
are very difficult to handle. Do you think
I should continue?

My child has scored high on the reading
comprehension section of the placement
test. Would it be permissible to advance
him a grade?

All of us need the graces from the
daily reception of Jesus Christ Himself
in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
However, if we spend the whole Mass
time in the “cry room,” or reprimanding
our children in the pew, we cannot find
the consolation we need, nor can we

We are often asked to advance a
child in reading, and while the parent
always makes the final decision, we are
reluctant to advise advancing a child in
reading. The reason is not that the child
cannot read at the higher level, nor even
that the child cannot comprehend at the

higher level. The basic reason is that as
children advance in grade levels, more is
expected in the area of analysis.
The assignments at the end of the
reading selections encourage the student
to put ideas together and come to certain
conclusions. For instance, a child may be
asked to determine the characteristics or
virtues of a character in the story, and to
prove the statement with examples from
what the character said or did in the
story.
In the book reports this year, we are
giving the topic sentences for the
paragraphs for two books, trying to
encourage the student to think about
what he read that proves the point. Most
students read Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea and never appreciate the
moral issues in the book. How does
Captain Nemo show he believes in a
Creator? Does he believe in Divine
Providence? Does he believe in life after
death?
My son is advanced in math. Can we move
him up in math?
Math is the subject in which we most
frequently move students up a grade
level. Once a student has mastered certain
math concepts, there is no point in relearning them. Some parents may wish
their child to review, however, and to
practice for accuracy. The most common
problem we see in math is not lack of
understanding the concepts, but being
careless in doing the work.
Summer is a good time to use flash
cards for more memory work and practice
drills. Some of the teachers’ stores may
have drill books; Seton sells some also.
Don’t allow your child to become lazy
and forget his math facts over the summer.
Dad may have some projects for the
older children for which they can use
their math. Computer math games may
keep kids practicing!

Archbishop James Keleher gives the homily while celebrating Mass at the
Seton Home Schooling Conference in Kansas City, KS, 4/24/1999.

Some bright students start their ninth
grade Algebra in eighth grade. This
gives them a high school credit early, and
encourages students to enjoy the challenge
of advanced work.
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Why Study Literature?
by Robert C. Rice, Ph.D.

Why are literary studies an essential
part of a sound Catholic education? If
the student isn’t planning on going to
college, is it worth the effort? Isn’t it
enough that the student know how to
read, write, and calculate? Isn’t
knowledge of the Catechism, the truths
of the Catholic Faith, all that is really
necessary? Homeschooling parents
sometimes ask such questions, prompted
perhaps by their own less-than-satisfying
educational experience in “English”
classes, or by their finding the task of
leading their children in the study of
literature somewhat daunting.
We can approach the answers to
these questions by looking at what may
be gained by literary study and at what a
person may lack who has not enjoyed the
benefits of good literature.
The study of imaginative literature
is, in the words of the literary scholar
Marion Montgomery, “a long journey in
pursuit of the human heart and mind.”
In literature one discovers more deeply
what it means to be human. The student
of literature vicariously experiences many
lives in the comfort of his own home: the
drama, excitement, and adventure of the
lives of heroic explorers and missionaries
on seven continents, the ordeals of
questing knights and Crusaders in the
Middle Ages, the suffering and glory of
martyrs from first-century Rome to
twentieth-century
Sudan,
the
perspectives of artistic geniuses, the
wisdom of great thinkers, the mystic
insights of saintsBin short, the misery
and the majesty, the agony and the
ecstasy, the squalor and the splendor of
mankind in a multitude and variety of
forms otherwise impossible for one
person to experience on his own.
Are we meant to experience so
much? The greatest work of literature
of all time—containing dramatized
histories of the rise and fall of kings and
kingdoms, tales of heroes and heroines,
of love and lust, of sin and sanctity, of
the seven deadly sins and the four

cardinal virtues, as well as hymns,
prophecies, and books of wisdom (the
Bible, of course)—has as its Author the
Holy Ghost! Our Lord Himself chose
to teach in parables, that is, allegorical
or symbolic stories. It seems evident,
then, that our Creator, Redeemer, and
Sanctifier approves of imaginative
literature and has used it for the highest
ends. So too, since the power of
expression is a gift from God, the
masterworks of merely human authors
(“the best of what has been thought and
expressed,” as Matthew Arnold put it)
also help teach us to aspire to the
nobility of virtue, to shun the
degradation of vice, and to value the
true, the good, and the beautiful above
all the meretricious temptations of the
Enemy of man.
Furthermore, literature and history
are mutually illuminating. The authors
of great literature are both representative
of their age and agents of its transformation; they at once reflect and mold
our civilization’s image of Man. The
works offered by Seton’s literature
courses will help prepare the student
to form a critical taste, enabling
him to deal later in life with
influential but pernicious
works of literature.
What does one miss by
neglecting such literary
study? Such a one would be
the poorer for not having
known the brilliance and
wisdom of a Chesterton or a
Belloc, the profundity and
nobility of mind of a Gerard
Manley Hopkins or a John
Henry Newman, the
mystery and romance of an
Edgar Alan Poe or a Samuel
Taylor Coleridge. Such a one
would be the poorer for
having neglected the Godgiven gifts of literary genius.
Such a one would be the
poorer for being ignorant of the lives of
noble men and women who have so

much to teach us about how to live, in
times both of trial and of peace. Wisdom
comes from profound experiences deeply
pondered, and great literature is the
gateway to the wisdom of the ages.
Is literary study, then, worth the
effort? Since God created us as human
beings, creatures composed of matter
and spirit, with an immortal soul
endowed with intellect, memory, and
will, capable of knowing and loving
both ourselves and our Creator, it must
be important for us to seek to know
what it means to be fully human.
Through literature, the Venerable John
Henry Newman wrote, “the secrets of
the heart are brought to light, pain of
the soul is relieved, hidden grief is
carried off, sympathy conveyed, counsel
imparted, experience recorded, and
wisdom perpetuated”—through this
powerful medium we can glean perhaps
a deeper and wider understanding of the
mystery of what it means to be a man or
a woman, for the sake of whom the Son
of God gave His life on the cross. It must
be worth the effort.
Deparm
t ent

Dr. Robert Rice is Chairman of the

of English Language and Literature at
Christendom College.
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The Faithful Hound
by Rev. Robert Hermley

One of the greatest mysteries of our
faith is the immeasurable love God has
for all of us. There is no greater truth
than this: God created all of us to be
happy with Him in heaven.

run over by an automobile. The woman
who hit him rescued him and opened her
home to him. Finally seeing that she was
keeping him from a great career, she left
him, much to her credit.

In spite of this truth, God’s creatures
do not always love Him in return. He
created the angels yet Lucifer and his
followers decided to do things their own
way. He created Adam and Eve, but
their restless desire to know good and
evil brought to the world the problem of
Original Sin. Even to this day the
problem of concupiscence often becomes
a barrier to our friendship to God. We
seem to want to flirt with the unholy.

His formerly lost poems were now
printed and he received a modicum of
praise. He rested at a religious retreat
home where he rediscovered his Catholic
faith.

Last Wednesday Mother Angelica
had a guest on her show that was an
expert on Francis Thompson the Poet.
Thompson is best known for his work
The Hound of Heaven. I was aware that
he had been on drugs for a portion of his
life, and so I was interested in learning
more about this complicated man.
The guest on Mother’s show
mentioned that Francis Thompson had
always been a deeply religious man even
when he left the Church. His poetry
often reflected regret for sin and loss of
innocence.
In his early years Francis seemed
attracted to the priesthood but soon saw
that the life he was leading was not
compatible to that sublime calling. His
father wanted him to be a doctor and it
was while he was studying medicine that
he became addicted to opium. Francis
himself wanted to write poetry but there
was little pay in this type of work and so
he actually found himself often living on
the streets.
A friend tried to have Francis’ poetry
printed to get him an income but the
stack of poetry was misplaced and only
later rediscovered.
Thompson was in despair about this
time and under the effects of opium was

In his Hound of Heaven he recounts
how he ran from God even though he
knew Christ was pursuing him and trying
to return him to His love:
“I fled Him down the nights and down the
days;
I fled Him down the arches of the years…
…And in the mist of tears I hid from Him.”
Yet the poet knew within himself
that Christ was following him like an
ever-faithful hound. Christ showed him
that his mixed-up life was due to his
waywardness and loss of faith:
“Naught shelters thee who will not shelter
Me.”
Francis hid from the day and waited
for the night to black out his sins so that
they would not be seen. Yet Christ
slowly, ever so slowly followed behind
like a faithful hound trying to bring him
back to faith – to a true return to his
childhood beliefs.
“…I pleaded outlaw wise
…For though I knew His love who followed
yet I was sore adread
Lest having Him I must have naught beside.”
Finally Thompson could run no
more. He was bewildered, tired of
running, shaken by sin, exhausted. He
fell fatigued and weak knowing yet
dreading the thought that the hound
would catch up. He feared the encounter,
yet when Christ did catch up, He spoke
so kindly:

“All which I took from thee I did but take
not for thy harms,
But just that thou might seek it in my arms.
All which thy child’s mistake fancies
As lost, I have saved for thee at home.
Rise clasp My hand and come.”
And so Francis Thompson had
returned to God. He was a friend again
with Christ. The Hound of Heaven had
rescued the lost child. One can almost
hear at this point the echo of St.
Augustine, another wayward child whom
on returning to Christ exclaimed: “You
have made us for Yourself O God, and
restless shall we be until we rest in Thee.”
The faithful Hound is still prowling,
searching for lost children. These children
look for an easier religion, for an easier
way of life. They attempt to love God in
their own way, but their hearts are never
satisfied. They love God but are attracted
to worldly pleasures. They have forgotten
the admonition of Christ: “You cannot
serve God and Mammon.” (Mt. 6:24)
They want a life of fun and solace
forgetting that our redemption was won
not in ease and comfort but by the Cross.
The Cross suggests suffering and that
makes them uneasy. They glibly plead
with Christ: “Come down from the Cross”
(Mt. 27:40) Yet the faithful Hound insists:
“If you wish to be My disciple, take up
your Cross and follow Me.” (Mt. 16:24)
Following the Hound will never be
easy; there will be pains, wounds, and
fatigue; but these will be our stigmata
showing Christ that we are His favored
ones marked with His sign.
Let us not run from the Hound of
Heaven but to Him. Our wounds, scars
and sacrifices will be our passport to
Heaven.
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Electronic Distribution
In an effort to serve parents more
efficiently, to give students more
experience using and developing
computer skills, and to cut operating
costs, Seton will be using computer
technology more and more. National
studies show that over 90% of home
schooling families have home computers,
and an informal survey we conducted
showed that almost 95% of Seton families
have home computers. With the cost of
a good home computer as low as $500, a
home computer is certainly a very
affordable and important tool for home
education.
In the last couple of years, Seton has
begun offering many services over the
Internet, such as e-mail communication,
on-line applications, on-line purchase of
books, etc. For several years, we have
even offered grades by e-mail. For those
who have this service, as soon as grades
are entered on our computer system, an
e-mail of those grades is sent to the
parents. This saves as much as a week’s
delay in receiving quarterly grades. (If
you would like this service, please send an
e-mail request to info@setonhome.org,
listing your name, family number, and
the names of your children.)
For this coming school year, on an
experimental basis, we have put all the
answer keys for grades 4 through 8 onto
CD. We will be sending this CD out
along with the printed answer keys to
about 2000 families. With the CD,
parents or students can look up the answers
on the computer, with the help of a table
of contents and an index which quickly
lets you find the specific chapter or exercise
you are looking for. If you prefer, you
can also print out to your printer all or
part of the answer key.
We hope that next year, distribution
of many components by CD or internet
will be our standard distribution method.
For those who do not have home
computers, or who prefer hard copies,
printed versions of materials will still be
available.

By next year, we hope to offer all the
answer keys on CD. We will also have
an automatic updating service for the
keys over the internet. This means that
if we make a change in an answer key,
we will be able to place the new answer
key on the internet so that parents can
download it. The answer key software
will have a menu item which will allow
you to quickly check for upgrades to
answer keys and download upgrades
very simply. With this type of system,
changes will be able to be made and
distributed very quickly, rather than
having to wait for the next year to make
changes.
In the future, we will be putting the
Quarter Report Forms (QRF’s) on CD.
You will be able to enter grades directly
onto computerized QRF’s. When you
are ready to send in a quarter’s work,
you can print out the completed quarter
report form and send it to Seton. This
means that you will not need to keep
track of QRF’s from week to week, and
you will not need to make any copies of
the forms for your records. The system
will automatically fill in student name,
address, and number, so you won’t need
to attach student labels to QRF’s.
Another planned improvement,
which may take somewhat longer to
implement, is on-line testing. This should
be available, especially in the higher
grade levels, for objective tests, such as
mathematics or science. The benefit to
students will be that they will be able to
take a test and then immediately see
their grades and what questions they
missed. The system may even be able to
include helps for students to better
understand missed questions.
We welcome your questions and
comments about these plans. We would
especially like to hear from the families
who receive the experimental CD’s this
year to see what you like or dislike, and
how we can improve. Seton’s website is
available at www.setonhome.org or you
can e-mail general questions or comments
to info@setonhome.org.

New English Books
from
Seton Educational
Media!
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Seton
Notes
and
News
Conferences
Information about Seton conferences
is sent by mail to home schooling families
on our mailing list in the state, and
usually to surrounding states as well.
Conferences include talks as well as the
sale of Seton textbooks and supplemental
books. Half-day conferences also
available. Costs are borne by Seton. If
your support group is interested in having
a conference in your area, please call
Mary Lou Warren at Seton. We schedule
conferences in the months of January
through early July.
Indianapolis, IN. Saturday, July 10.
Catholic Home Schooling Conference &
Book Fair. At Diocesan Catholic Center.
Sponsored by Indiana Catholic Home
Educators Network. Contact John or
Colleen Farris at 317-889-6024. Dr.
Mary Kay Clark speaking.
Manassas, VA. NACHE Home
Schooling Conference. July 16-17. Bishop
Paul Dudley featured speaker.

The Seton Home Study
Newsletter
is published monthly by
Seton Home Study School
1350 Progress Dr.
Front Royal, VA 22630
Phone: (540) 636-9990
Fax Machine: (540) 636-1602
Internet: www.setonhome.org
E-Mail: info@setonhome.org
Subscription price for non-enrolled
families is $15 per year.
Executive Editor:
Dr. Mary Kay Clark, Ph.D.
Editor:
Kevin Clark

Seton will not be at the NACHE
convention this year. We will be at Holy
Family Academy, from 9 AM to 9 PM
Friday July 16, from 8 AM to 6 PM
Saturday July 17.
Holy Family is located less than
three miles from the NACHE location.
Flyers giving directions have been sent
to families in Virginia and nearby states.
If you need directions, check our web
site, or call us.
Peoria, IL. Saturday, July 17. St. Theresa
Catholic Home Educators Home School
Conference. Contact Kathleen at 309688-9839.
Fargo, ND. Saturday, July 31. Mini
Catholic Home Education Conference
at Cardinal Muench Seminary. Contact
Lydia at 701-248-3350.
Boston, MA. Seton Home Schooling
Conference. Oct. 9, 1999.
Denver, CO. Seton & Catholics United
for the Faith. Family & Home Schooling
Conference. Oct. 23, 1999.
San Antonio, TX. The Round Table.
Catholic Home Schooling Leaders
meeting. November 19-21, 1999.

California Office

Standardized Tests
CAT Tests are available from Seton
for all home schoolers, for $20 for tests
and scoring. For further information or
to order by credit card, call “Testing
Department” at 540-636-9990; or fax at
540-636-1602;
or
e-mail
testing@setonhome.org. Let your know
schooling friends know. “We are serious
about education!”

Donations
We want to thank all those who have
made generous donations to Seton Home
Study School. We hope you are enjoying
the art book we sent you.
Seton is doing vital work for the
church. Our home schooling program is
allowing families to be Catholic families,
working together, learning together,
strengthening the Catholic family life.
Ultimately, Seton home schooling
graduates with their religious knowledge,
religion life, and academic skills, will
produce solid change in our society.
If you can make a donation to Seton
Home Study School, you can be sure that
your money is being spent wisely on
good Catholic textbooks to help produce
higher quality Catholic education for
leaders in the Church. We will continue
to send our new full-color religious art
book to any donors of $100 or more.

Seton has opened a California Office
in the Los Angeles area.
Student records for California
Thank you for your generosity.
students will be kept on file. Pre-packaged
grade level curriculums available for
grades K through 8. Curriculum and
supplemental materials
available for purchase
Seton Counselors
separately.
Seton
(540-636-9990, plus extensions
representative, Mark
where appropriate)
Gallagher, is available to
visit support group
Religion/Sacraments: Fr. Hermley, Fr. Constantine, Fr. Barrett
curriculum fairs and
High School English: 540-636-2342, 540-636-1755
conferences. Contact
High School Math: Rick Morgan, Don Valaike, 540-636-1846
Mark at Seton Home
Senior Guidance/Testing (CAT): Bob Wiesner, 540-636-2238
Study California, 44751
History: Bruce Clark, Ext. 122
Elementary: 540-636-1755, 540-636-2342
Date Street, Suite 8,
Admissions, Enrollment, Re-Enrollment: 540-636-2039
Lancaster, CA 93534.
Home Schooling Fathers: Tom Kosten, Bruce Clark, Rick Morgan,
Phone: 661-948-8881; ERandy DeClue
mail
at
Special Needs/LD: Pat Walker, Ext. 152
setonca@networkone.net;
Report Cards/Graders: Melissa Olt, Ext. 138
fax: 661-948-7006.
Independent Studies: Dr. Jerry Smith, Ext. 159

Christian Education of Youth
We wish to call to your attention in a special manner to the present-day
lamentable decline in family education… for the fundamental duty and obligation of
educating their children, many parents have little or no preparation, immersed as they
are in temporal cares. The declining influence of domestic environment if further
weakened by another tendency … which … causes children to be more and more
frequently sent away from home, even in their tenderest years. And there is a country
where the children are actually being torn from the bosom of the family to be formed
(or to speak more accurately, to be deformed and depraved), in godless schools and
associations, to irreligion and hatred… thus is renewed in a real and more terrible
manner the slaughter of the Innocents.
It is therefore as important to make no mistake in education, as it is to make no
mistake in the pursuit of the last goal, with which the whole work of education is
intimately and necessarily connected. In fact, since education consists essentially in
preparing man for what he must be and for what he must do here below in order to
attain the sublime goal for which he was created, it is clear that there can be no true
education which is not wholly directed to man’s last end… there can be no ideally perfect
education which is not Christian education.
Pope Pius XI
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