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Experience shows that personal qualities and material 
goods are not enough to guarantee the hope which the 
human spirit is constantly seeking. As I wrote in the 
Encyclical  Spe Salvi, politics, science, technology, economics 
and all other material resources are not of themselves 
sufficient to provide the great hope to which we all aspire. 
This hope “can only be God, who encompasses the whole 
of reality and who can bestow upon us what we, by 
ourselves, cannot attain” (no. 31). This is why one of the 
main consequences of ignoring God is the evident loss of 
direction that marks our societies, resulting in loneliness 
and violence, discontent and loss of confidence that can 
often lead to despair. The word of God issues a warning 
that is loud and clear: “Cursed are those who trust in mere 
mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts 
turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the 
desert, and shall not see when relief comes” (Jer 17:5-6).

The crisis of hope is more likely to affect the younger 
generations. In socio-cultural environments with few 
certainties, values or firm points of reference, they find 
themselves facing difficulties that seem beyond their 
strength. My dear young friends, I have in mind so many 
of your contemporaries who have been wounded by 
life. They often suffer from personal immaturity caused 

by dysfunctional family situations, by permissive and 
libertarian elements in their education, and by difficult 
and traumatic experience. For some – unfortunately a 
significant number – the almost unavoidable way out 
involves an alienating escape into dangerous and violent 
behaviour, dependence on drugs and alcohol, and many 
other such traps for the unwary. Yet, even for those 
who find themselves in difficult situations, having been 
led astray by bad role models, the desire for true love 
and authentic happiness is not extinguished. But how 
can we speak of this hope to those young people? We 
know that it is in God alone that a human person finds 
true fulfilment. The main task for us all is that of a new 
evangelization aimed at helping younger generations to 
rediscover the true face of God, who is Love. To you 
young people, who are in search of a firm hope, I address 
the very words that Saint Paul wrote to the persecuted 
Christians in Rome at that time: “May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 
(Rom 15:13). During this Jubilee Year dedicated to 
the Apostle of the Gentiles on the occasion of the two 
thousandth anniversary of his birth, let us learn from him 
how to become credible witnesses of Christian hope.
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