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Our first duty, therefore, is to keep alive in families and in 
parishes, in movements and in apostolic associations, in 
religious communities and in all the sectors of diocesan life 
this appeal to the divine initiative with unceasing prayer. We 
must pray that the whole Christian people grows in its trust in 
God, convinced that the “Lord of the harvest” does not cease 
to ask some to place their entire existence freely at his service so 
as to work with him more closely in the mission of salvation. 
What is asked of those who are called, for 

their part, is careful listening 
and prudent discernment, 
a generous and wil l ing 
adherence to the divine 
plan, and a serious study of 
the reality that is proper to 

the priestly and religious 
vocations, so as to be 

able to respond 
responsibly and 
with conviction.

Con t emp l a t i ng 
the  mys te ry  o f 
t h e  E u c h a r i s t , 
which expresses 
in a sublime way 
the free gift of the 

Father in the Person of his Only Begotten Son for the 
salvation of mankind, and the full and docile readiness of 
Christ to drink to the dregs the “cup” of the will of God (cf. 
Mt 26:39), we can more readily understand how “faith in 
the divine initiative” models and gives value to the “human 
response”. In the Eucharist, that perfect gift which brings to 
fulfilment the plan of love for the redemption of the world, 
Jesus offers himself freely for the salvation of mankind. “The 
Church”, my beloved predecessor John Paul II wrote, “has 
received the Eucharist from Christ her Lord not as a gift – 
however precious – among so many others, but as the gift 
par excellence, for it is the gift of himself, of his person in 
his sacred humanity, as well as the gift of his saving work” 
(Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 11).

It is priests who are called to perpetuate this salvific mystery 
from century to century until the Lord’s glorious return, for 
they can contemplate, precisely in the Eucharistic Christ, the 
eminent model of a “vocational dialogue” between the free 
initiative of the Father and the faithful response of Christ. In 
the celebration of the Eucharist it is Christ himself who acts 
in those whom he chooses as his ministers; he supports them 
so that their response develops in a dimension of trust and 
gratitude that removes all fear, even when they experience 
more acutely their own weakness (cf. Rm 8:26-28), or 
indeed when the experience of misunderstanding or even of 
persecution is most bitter (cf. Rm 8:35-39).
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