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Second Quarter

WEEK TEN

Day 1
Survey Chapter 8: The United States’ 

War for Independence, pp. 109 to 120. Read the 
KHDGLQJV��WKH�VXEKHDGLQJV��WKH�À�UVW�VHQWHQFH�
of each paragraph, the summary and Review 
Questions.

 Brigadier-General Daniel Morgan was 
the hero of the Battle of Cowpens (S.C.) Jan. 17, 
1781.

General Francis Marion, whose bold forays 
against the British lines of communication 
earned him the soubriquet of the “Swamp Fox”. 
He participated in the Battle of Eutaw Springs.

Day 2
Read, study, and highlight or outline or 

number important points, pp. 109 to 114.

For your enjoyment, Seton’s Who’s Who historian, 
Bruce Clark, the author of several history books, has 
written an article about the Battle of Saratoga, noted on 
p. 113 in the text.

The Battle of Saratoga

The Shot that Changed American History

by Bruce T. Clark, Seton History Department

In the history of warfare there have been 
VXUSULVLQJO\�IHZ�À�JKWLQJ�IRUFHV�WKDW�FRXOG�EROVWHU�WKH�
courage of their allies and strike fear into the hearts 
of their enemies by their mere presence. The ones that 
readily come to mind for inclusion on this honor roll 
of power are: The Immortals of Ancient Persia, the 
Elites of Sparta, the Roman Legions, Roger’s Rangers 

of the American Revolution, Darby’s Rangers of World War II, the U.S. Marines, 
Patton’s Tank Corps, the Green Berets, the Commandos of Great Britain and Israel, 
DQG�FXUUHQWO\��WKH�8�6��6HDOV��2I�FRXUVH��LW�LV�DOZD\V�PRUH�GLIÀ�FXOW�WR�OHDG�WKDQ�LW�LV�

Daniel Morgan portrait
by Charles Willson Peale 

1794

Francis Marion
(the Swamp Fox)
Artist Unknown
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to follow, particularly into a combat situation. But these forces by their very nature 
and composition were the designated leaders, and were always found in the vanguard 
of their respective military organizations. Armies often have been described as 
SROLWLFLDQ·V�MDYHOLQV��,I�WKDW�VWDWHPHQW�LV�FRUUHFW��WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�À�JKWLQJ�IRUFHV�
truly have been the very tips of those javelins.

In the early days of the American Revolution, a giant of a man from Virginia 
named Daniel Morgan assembled a legendary unit of frontiersmen. These men were 
rough and ready tavern-brawlers from the hills of a struggling new nation—a nation 
impertinent enough to call itself the United States of America.

Morgan’s men weren’t very genteel—they were often smelled long before they 
ZHUH�VHHQ³EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�À�JKWHUV���,QGHHG��LI�WKH\�FRXOGQ·W�À�QG�DQ�HQHP\��WKH\�ZHUH�
SHUIHFWO\�ZLOOLQJ�WR�À�JKW�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU���0RUJDQ·V�5LÁ�HPHQ³DV�WKH\�FDPH�WR�EH�
called—were destined to become the tip of George Washington’s javelin.

The Temper of the Times

7R�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VLJQLÀ�FDQFH�RI�XQLWV�VXFK�DV�5RJHU·V�5DQJHUV�DQG�0RUJDQ·V�
5LÁ�HPHQ��RQH�PXVW�UHFDOO�WKH�ZD\�ZDU�ZDV�SUDFWLFHG�LQ�(XURSH�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�
RI�WKH���WK�&HQWXU\��7\SLFDOO\��UDQNV�DQG�URZV�RI�VROGLHUV�DGYDQFHG�DFURVV�RSHQ�À�HOGV�
in formations called “boxes.”

The French and Indian War, which had ended in 1763, should have taught 
WKH�(QJOLVK�PRUH�DERXW�IRUHVW�À�JKWLQJ�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�WKDQ�LW�GLG��,QGLDQV�DQG�
IURQWLHUVPHQ�DOLNH�KLG�EHKLQG�WUHHV��À�UHG�IURP�FRYHU��PRYHG�DERXW�FRQVWDQWO\��DQG�
almost never offered their enemies a target. The English, however, found this type of 
ZDUIDUH�´EDUEDULF�µ�,W�ZDV�OLNH�À�JKWLQJ�DQRWKHU�FKDS�ZLWKRXW�REVHUYLQJ�WKH�0DUTXLV�RI�
Queensberry Rules—absolutely unthinkable!

0RUJDQ·V�5LÁ�HPHQ

Every member of Morgan’s elite force was completely at home in the forest and 
FDSDEOH�RI�OLYLQJ�RII�WKH�ODQG�IRU�SURORQJHG�SHULRGV��(DFK�ULÁ�HPDQ�SRVVHVVHG�D�ZRRGV�
lore that rivaled that of many Indians. Morgan’s men had been the black sheep of the 
Colonies prior to April of 1775—the hunters and trappers, “woods-running louts, that 
no decent person wanted to know”; but suddenly they had become the protectors of 
“decent folks.”

(DFK�ULÁ�HPDQ�RZQHG�DQG�FDUULHG�KLV�RZQ�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�ZDV�SURÀ�FLHQW�LQ�LWV�
use. He carried an Indian tomahawk, a large knife, a bullet pouch, molds for melting 
lead to make bullets, two powder horns (the larger one held the coarse powder that 
KH�SRXUHG�LQWR�WKH�EDUUHO��WKH�VPDOOHU�RQH�ZDV�XVHG�WR�SULPH�WKH�Á�DVK�SDQ��DQG��RI�
FRXUVH��D�ULÁ�H�
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0RVW�RI�WKH�ULÁ�HV�ZHUH�.HQWXFN\�/RQJ�5LÁ�HV��DOPRVW�QRQH�RI�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�
made in Kentucky. The legendary gunsmiths of Pennsylvania actually made most of 
WKH�ORQJ�ULÁ�HV�RI�WKDW�GD\��7KHVH�ZHUH�WUXO\�DPD]LQJ�ZHDSRQV��FDSDEOH�RI�KLWWLQJ�D�
target as far as 250 yards away. The bullets for these weapons were round balls, held 
in place by a patch which was wrapped round the ball before it was rammed down the 
EDUUHO��7KH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�EDOOV�YDULHG�JUHDWO\�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�GLDPHWHU�RI�WKH�ULÁ�H·V�
ERUH��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�LQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI����WR����SHU�SRXQG��$�VNLOOHG�ULÁ�HPDQ�
FRXOG�ORDG�DQG�À�UH�WKUHH�VKRWV�LQ�WZR�PLQXWHV��:KHQ�PDWFKHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�´%URZQ�
Bess” of the English, there was simply no contest.

The American Strategy

7KH�VWDJH�EHJDQ�WR�EH�VHW�IRU�0RUJDQ·V�5LÁ�HPHQ�DQG�´WKH�VKRW�WKDW�FKDQJHG�
American history” at the beginning of the war. In those early days, George 
Washington’s army could only be described as a “ragtag” bunch of amateurs. Many of 
his troops had volunteered for short-term enlistments, as brief as three to six months. 
Many of these men felt that if they couldn’t beat the British in short order, then 
WKH\�SUREDEO\�FRXOGQ·W�EHDW�WKHP�DW�DOO��(YHQ�WKRVH�WURRSV�WKDW�ZHUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�À�JKW�
had to be trained. Consequently, Washington could not harbor any thoughts of an 
offensive campaign. While trying to hold his army together, he had to be content with 
a defensive war.

:DVKLQJWRQ·V�SODQ�ZDV�WR�À�JKW�WKH�%ULWLVK�RQ�HYHQ�WHUPV�ZKHQHYHU�SRVVLEOH��
wear down the enemy’s will to win, and gain enough time to train his troops. This 
plan did not always succeed, as witnessed by such defeats as the Battle of Long 
Island, on August 27-28, 1776, when the American army was sent scurrying away in 
retreat. However, the General did score some resounding victories, most notably his 
brilliant triumph at Trenton, New Jersey.

On Dec. 26, 1776, Washington crossed the Delaware River with 2400 troops and 
surprised Trenton’s Hessian garrison, 900 of whom were captured. This battle, which 
produced only four American casualties, was a tactical master stroke and did a great 
deal to raise American morale. (One of the wounded was Lt. James Monroe, who lived 
WR�EHFRPH�RXU�À�IWK�SUHVLGHQW��

The French foreign minister, the Comte de Vergennes, had been offering 
encouragement and help to the Colonies since his election in 1774. In 1776, Congress 
sent three diplomats to France to meet with Vergennes and his advisors. The 
American envoys were Silas Deane, Arthur Lee, and Benjamin Franklin. The purpose 
of their mission was to secure a commercial and military alliance that would provide 
the Colonists with much-needed munitions, credit, and the use of French seaports. 
$OWKRXJK�9HUJHQQHV�KDG�KHOSHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��KH�QHHGHG�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�MXVWLÀ�FDWLRQ�
EHIRUH�PDNLQJ�VXFK�DQ�RSHQ�DOOLDQFH��1DWXUDOO\��WKH�EHVW�MXVWLÀ�FDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�D�
major American victory.
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While Howe and Clinton were delayed by Washington, the main British strike 
force under General “Gentleman Johnny” Burgoyne was left to face an American 
force of 7000 men—alone. On September 19, 1777, at a place called Freeman’s Farm, 
a short distance from Saratoga Springs, New York, Burgoyne attempted to force the 
$PHULFDQV·�ULJKW�Á�DQN�EXW�ZDV�UHSXOVHG��$Q�DQFLHQW�DGDJH�KROGV�WKDW�KH�ZKR�À�JKWV�
DQG�UXQV�DZD\�OLYHV�WR�À�JKW�DQRWKHU�GD\��DQG�WKDW�LV�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�%XUJR\QH�GLG��2Q�
October 7, at the same place, he tried the same maneuver. The result was the Second 
Battle of Freeman’s Farm, or, as it has always been called, the Battle of Saratoga.

The Battle of Saratoga

On that fateful day, since Burgoyne had not been reinforced by either Clinton 
or St. Leger, his troops numbered approximately 5000. The Americans, for once, 
actually outnumbered the British, with a strength of 7000. The Americans’ strategic 
commander was General Horatio Gates, called “Granny” Gates by those who knew 
him best. Fortunately for the Colonists’ cause, their tactical commander that day was 
the most successful general they had—Benedict Arnold.

$UQROG·V�À�HOG�JHQHUDOV�ZHUH�(QRFK�3RRU��(EHQH]HU�
Learned, and Daniel Morgan. Of course, Morgan had 
EURXJKW�DORQJ�KLV�EHORYHG�5LÁ�HPHQ��RQH�RI�ZKRP�ZDV�WR�
gain a curious fame on that day. The soon-to-be famous 
ULÁ�HPDQ·V�QDPH�ZDV�7LPRWK\�0XUSK\��+H�FRXOG�QHLWKHU�
read nor write, and he had never been successful at 
anything in his life—with one exception: he had never 
lost a shooting match.

0XUSK\�FDUULHG�D�GRXEOH�EDUUHOHG�ULÁ�H�PDGH�E\�
RQH�RI�WKH�À�QHVW�ULÁ�HVPLWKV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG³-RKQ�*ROFKHU�
of Easton, Pennsylvania. In a unit where every man had 
to be a superb marksman, Murphy was acknowledged to 
be the best. He seems to have had an interesting sense 
of humor, too. When asked why he needed two barrels if 
he never missed, he observed that his enemies usually 
didn’t come after him one at a time. That was certainly 
true at the Battle of Saratoga.

All day long at Freeman’s Farm, the Americans 
DQG�WKH�%ULWLVK�H[FKDQJHG�À�UH�DQG�PDGH�RFFDVLRQDO�
FKDUJHV�DFURVV�WKH�À�HOGV��/DWH�LQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��LW�
became apparent that the heavier and more accurate 
À�UH�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQV³SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�5LÁ�HPHQ³
was beginning to take its toll on the British and the Hessians. With their will to win 
starting to erode, it seemed that the next time the Americans charged they would 
EUHDN�DQG�UXQ³RU�ZRXOG�WKH\"�:KR�RU�ZKDW�ZDV�KROGLQJ�WKHP"

Benedict Arnold
Engraving by H.B. 
Hall after John 

Trumbull
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The man who was holding them—and stopping a complete rout—was the 
gallant Scottish general, Simon Fraser. He was loved, admired and greatly respected, 
not only by the men of his own regiment, but also by the other British units and by 
WKH�+HVVLDQV�DV�ZHOO��1RZ�KH�URGH�LQ�IXOO�YLHZ�RI�WKH�GUHDGHG�ORQJ�ULÁ�HV��ULÁ�HV�KHOG�E\�
the deadliest marksmen in the world.

Fraser looked disdainfully toward those small black muzzles less than 300 yards 
away. His horse pranced nervously beneath him, struggling to be gone from the chaos. 
Fraser guided the frightened animal with one hand and waved his sword with the 
other, all the time exhorting his troops. You can almost hear his call as it rings across 
the years—“Hold ’em now, me buckos! Then we’ll drive ’em like hogs to the slaughter.”

General Arnold sensed that a battle he had been poised to win just a minute 
before was being turned around before his eyes. He rushed up to Dan Morgan in a 
state of fury, shouting, “That’s Fraser! He has to go down if we’re going to win! Put 
your boys on him!”

$V�0RUJDQ�FDOOHG�WKH�QHDUHVW�GR]HQ�ULÁ�HPHQ�WR�KLP��KH�PXVW�KDYH�NQRZQ�KH�
was about to pronounce Fraser’s death sentence. Moments later, Murphy aimed and 
À�UHG��)UDVHU�SRLQWHG�WR�KLV�VDGGOH�ZKHUH�WKH�EXOOHW�KDG�VWUXFN��0XUSK\�À�UHG�DJDLQ��
It was a few seconds before the effects of the shot could be seen. Then Fraser clutched 
his chest and toppled from the saddle, dead before his body reached the ground.

,PPHGLDWHO\��WKH�$PHULFDQV�FKDUJHG�IRUZDUG��7KH�%ULWLVK�EURNH�DQG�Á�HG³
perhaps moved as much by sorrow as by fear. Burgoyne retreated to Saratoga, where 
on October 17th he surrendered his army to General Gates. His defeat ended the 
British attempt to split the colonies. Most importantly, it provided the much-needed 
MXVWLÀ�FDWLRQ�IRU�)UDQFH�WR�HQWHU�WKH�ZDU�RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�VLGH�

1HDUO\�À�IW\�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKDW�VKRW�ZDV�À�UHG³ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�GHDWK�IDVW�
DSSURDFKLQJ³0XUSK\�VSRNH�WR�D�MRXUQDOLVW�DERXW�LW�IRU�WKH�À�UVW�DQG�RQO\�WLPH�

“I heard General Arnold tell Dan Morgan,” he recalled, “that the general on the 
gray horse had to go down. There were some good-sized trees handy, so I climbed one 
of them to see him better. He was almost 300 yards away, moving about the speed of 
D�EXFN�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�GDQJHU��,�À�UHG�WKH�À�UVW�EDUUHO��DQG�VDZ�KLP�SRLQW�WR�WKH�IURQW�RI�
his saddle. Now I knew how much to allow for the distance and the wind, I knew my 
next shot would hit him.”

Suddenly, I knew that I couldn’t kill him—he was too brave a man to die. I 
lowered my Golcher.”

Dan Morgan was standing directly below me; he looked up and said, ‘You’ve got 
to do it, Murph!’”

I raised the Golcher, and a moment later a brave man died. I got sick, and I’ve 
stayed sick every day of my life; just as I’ve prayed for General Fraser’s immortal soul 
every night of my life. I hope the Lord in his endless charity will allow me to tell him 
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I’m sorry. I hope to go to Heaven soon, because I’ve spent my last forty years in Hell. I 
know his death was the price I was asked to pay for the right to live free, but it’s been 
hard to bear all the same.

Day 3
Read, study, and highlight or outline or number important points, pp. 114 to 120.

Day 4
Answer Review Questions, 1 to 6 on p. 120. In question 6, omit the second 

TXHVWLRQ�DQG�VXEVWLWXWH��:K\�ZDV�6DUDWRJD�VXFK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�YLFWRU\"�$OWKRXJK�
the victory at Trenton gave renewed hope to the Patriots, the American victory at 
Saratoga was a turning point of the war.

Day 5
Answer Review Questions 7 to 12 on p. 121. The projects are optional. For 

Project #3, we recommend a report on Baron von Steuben, Marquis de Lafayette, or 
Thaddeus Kosciusko. Listen to the Seton online lecture for Chapter 8.

WEEK ELEVEN

Day 1
Survey Chapter 9: The Birth of the American Government, pp. 122 to 131.

5HDG�WKH�KHDGLQJV��WKH�VXEKHDGLQJV��DQG�WKH�À�UVW�VHQWHQFH�RI�HDFK�SDUDJUDSK��
Read the Summary and Conclusion, and the Review Questions.

If you study the existing documents from the thirteen state conventions 
RUJDQL]HG�WR�FRQVLGHU�UDWLÀ�FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��WKH�PDLQ�FRQFHUQV�VHHPHG�WR�EH�
these:

 1. If we do not become one single Union, we will of necessity become several  
 weak Unions.

 2. No foreign trading nation wishes to adhere to 13 separate sets of trading  
 rules.

 3. We the states must always be stronger than the federal government.   
 [The states authorized a standing army of 30,000 federal troops, while their  
 combined state militias totaled 500,000.]

 4. We must reserve the right to withdraw from this Union, should our state’s  
 sovereignty be challenged.

 5. We can no longer survive with the Articles of Confederation.
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