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DQLPDOV��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�D�GUDVWLF�MXPS�IURP�QRQ�UDWLRQDO�EHLQJV�WR�UDWLRQDO�EHLQJV��
Man is both body and soul, both material and non-material. Man’s soul is immortal and 
is the principle of his rational abilities. Above man are the created spirits. This is the 
category that includes all the angels. The angels are pure spirits without material bodies.

Above the angels would be GOD. God is Uncreated Being. Like the angels, God 
LV�SXUH�VSLULW��EXW�*RG�LV�LQÀ�QLWHO\�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKHP��-XVW�DV�WKHUH�LV�D�GUDVWLF�MXPS�
IURP�QRQ�UDWLRQDO�EHLQJV�WR�UDWLRQDO�EHLQJV��WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQÀ�QLWH�MXPS�IURP�FUHDWHG�
rational beings (spirits and man) to the Uncreated Rational Being, GOD.

The Nature of Man and the Categories of Creation
&KDSWHU���LQ�WKH�WH[WERRN�LQFOXGHV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��´:KDW�LV�PDQ"µ�

However, this analysis fails to take into account man’s soul, which is QRQ�PDWHULDO. It is 
precisely man’s soul which enables him to be a UDWLRQDO being. Thus, it is misleading to 
GHÀ�QH�PDQ�DV�VLPSO\�D�´UDWLRQDO�DQLPDO�µ�ZKHUH�DQ�DQLPDO�LV�´D�VHQWLHQW��OLYLQJ��PDWHULDO
VXEVWDQFH�µ�,Q�KLV�WRWDOLW\��PDQ�LV�QRW merely a material substance. Man is the union of a 
material substance (his body) and a QRQ�PDWHULDO substance (his soul).

$�EHWWHU�GHÀ�QLWLRQ�RI�PDQ�ZRXOG�EH�´D�UDWLRQDO��VHQWLHQW��OLYLQJ�EHLQJ�WKDW�LV�WKH�
XQLRQ�RI�D�PDWHULDO�VXEVWDQFH�DQG�D�QRQ�PDWHULDO�VXEVWDQFH�µ�$Q�DQLPDO�LV�VROHO\�D�
material substance; an animal has no rational soul. A spirit is solely a non-material 
substance; a spirit has no body. 0DQ�LV�WKH�XQLRQ�RI�D�ERG\�DQG�D�VRXO��WKH�XQLRQ�RI�D�
PDWHULDO�VXEVWDQFH�DQG�D�QRQ�PDWHULDO�VXEVWDQFH� Because of this, there is a huge difference 
between man and the rest of creation.

To better understand the categories of God’s creation, study the diagram on the 
next page, along with the following terms:

Substance:� 7KH�ERRN�GHÀ�QHV�´VXEVWDQFHµ�DV�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�H[LVWV��L�H���´LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ
� UDWKHU�WKDQ�QRWKLQJµ���+RZHYHU��WKDW�LV�DFWXDOO\�D�EHWWHU�GHÀ�QLWLRQ�IRU
� EHLQJ��7KH�ZRUG�´VXEVWDQFHµ�LV�ULFKHU�LQ�PHDQLQJ��6XEVWDQFH is what a
 being fundamentally is, as it exists in and by itself. As Catholics, we use
 the term WUDQVXEVWDQWLDWLRQ to describe the miracle of the Holy Eucharist:
 At the Consecration in the Mass, the VXEVWDQFH (what it fundamentally is)
� FKDQJHV�IURP�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH�WR�WKH�%RG\�DQG�%ORRG�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�

Material: 0DWHULDO refers to a being that is physical. The being itself, or at least its
 effects (as with the wind), can be detected physically in some way (seen,
 heard, touched, etc.), even if, in some cases (as with oxygen and many
� RWKHU�JDVHV���D�VFLHQWLÀ�F�LQVWUXPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�QHHGHG�WR�GHWHFW�LW�

Living: /LYLQJ refers to a being that can act on its own in some way. Non-living
 things (like rocks) can only be acted upon. A living being in the physical
 (material) creation manifests growth or self-maintenance through
 metabolism, reproduction, and adaptation to changes in its environment.



11MAT412_19A
9/19/2017

LESSON PLAN

Pray for us!
J M JJ M JLOGIC

LESSON PLAN

Diagram Showing the Categories of God’s Creation
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Sentient: 6HQWLHQW�PHDQV�SRVVHVVLQJ�VRPH�RU�DOO�RI�WKH�À�YH�VHQVHV��VHHLQJ��KHDULQJ�
 smelling, tasting, and touching. Plants are living things that grow and
 reproduce, but they are not sentient, because they lack senses.

Non-material: 1RQ�PDWHULDO refers to a being that is not physical. The spirits are
 non-material, as is the soul of man.

Rational: A UDWLRQDO being is one that can think and reason. Man and the spirits,
 like our Creator, are rational. Everything else in creation is not rational.
 Man is not governed merely by instincts, as are animals. By instinct, an
 animal will eat when it is hungry. Man might be very hungry and yet

GHFLGH not to eat—for example, because he is fasting. A dog will not fast
 voluntarily if food is available and it is hungry.

Day 2:
Workbook: Do Exercises for Chapter 2: Day 1 and Exercises for

Chapter 2: Day 2 on pages 13 – 15.

Day 3: 

Workbook: Do Exercises for Chapter 2: Day 3, Exercises for Chapter 2: Day 4, 
and the Review Exercises on pages 15 – 17.

Day 4: 

Textbook: Review Chapter 2.

Day 5:

Take the quiz on Chapter 2.

WEEK FOUR

Day 1:

Textbook: 5HDG�&KDSWHU����´6LJQLÀ�FDWLRQ�DQG�6XSSRVLWLRQ�µ�RQ�SDJHV����²�����
Don’t forget your notes. If you purchased the DVD, watch Lesson 4, on Chapter 3.

127(���,Q�WKH�ULJKW�PDUJLQ�RI�WKH�À�UVW�SDJH�RI�&KDSWHU���WKHUH�LV�D�EXOOHW�
SRLQW�WKDW�VWDWHV��´6LJQLÀ�FDWLRQ�DQG�VXSSRVLWLRQ�DUH�WKH�WZR�SURSHUWLHV�RI�WKH�WHUP�µ��
5HPHPEHU�WKDW�D�´7HUPµ�LV�WKH�YHUEDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�PHQWDO�DFW�RI�´6LPSOH�
$SSUHKHQVLRQ�µ��7KHVH�WZR�SURSHUWLHV�FDQ�EH�VXEGLYLGHG�IXUWKHU���6LJQLÀ�FDWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�
´XQLYRFDO�WHUPV�µ��´HTXLYRFDO�WHUPV�µ�DQG�´DQDORJRXV�WHUPV�µ��6XSSRVLWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�
´PDWHULDO�VXSSRVLWLRQµ�ZKLFK�UHIHUV�WR�YHUEDO�H[LVWHQFH�²�WKH�ZRUG�LWVHOI��´ORJLFDO�
VXSSRVLWLRQµ�ZKLFK�WR�PHQWDO�H[LVWHQFH�²�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�WHUP��RU�´UHDO�VXSSRVLWLRQµ�
which refers to something as it actually exists in the world.

Univocal terms are ones that always have the same meaning no matter how 
WKH\�DUH�XVHG���´7DVW\µ�DQG�´MLJVDZµ�DUH�WZR�WHUPV�WKDW�DOZD\V�PHDQ�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�
QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�XVHG��WKHVH�DUH�XQLYRFDO���<RX�PLJKW�VD\�EXW�LQ�´MLJVDZ�SX]]OHµ�
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